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UN: Iraqi Negotiator Pledges ‘To Cooperate’ 
BR2205141396 Pans LE MONDE in French 
22 May % p2 


‘sport by Afsane Bassir Pour 
Acclaims Irag-UN Agreement | 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] New York (United Nations) 
— Washington's attitude toward Resolution 968 has 
always been ambivalent. The supervised sale of Iragi ou! 
to case the suffering of the civilian population has the 
advantage of canceling out the “humanitarian argument 

pul forward proposing lifting the economic sanctions 
which have been in force since the invasion of Kuwait 
and which have formed the basis of U_S. policy toward 
Irag for the past six years. On the other hand, just a few 
months from the presidential clection, Baghdad's high- 
profile return to the international oil «. ene could be used 
as ammunition against Bill Clinton by his Republican 
rival. 


Iraqi People Joytully 


By intervening directly in negotiations between Bagh- 
dad and the United Nations in April and by forcing 
through last-minute amendments to the discussion pa- 
per, the U.S. Government ted to provoke the usual 
reaction from the Iraqi president, that of slamming the 
door in their face. Baghdad's decision to meckly return 
to the negotiating table at the beginning of May dis- 
concerted the Americans who then had to change thei 
strategy and prepare public opinion for a possible agree- 
ment — not least because Irag had agreed to virtually 
all of the United States’ conditions. [passage omitted] 


In an interview with LE MONDE on Monday 20 May 
Mr. al-Ambari [Iragi negotiator in o1l-for-food talks} 
admitted that he had not known “until the last minute 
whether the agreement would be concluded of not 
Refusing to criticize the interventions of the United 
States, with which Baghdad “is secking to establish 
friendly relations,” Mr. al-Ambari preferred instead to 
speak of the “invisible advantages of the compromise 
for Iraq, and especially its “integration im the markets 
for the purchase of humanitarian goods. The moncy 
generated (hy the authorized sales — LE MONDE 
editor's note) is negligible, but we hope that after 
90 days the UN general secretary will be able to 
recommend the doubling of sales because we intend to 
cooperate fully 


Negotiations are now over but much remains to be done 
before Irag can start exporting its of again. [passage 
omutted | 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS ) 


NATO: Solana Says Arrest of War Crimes Suspects 
Up to Milosevic 

AU2208161996 Paris APP in English 

1848 GMT 22 May % 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) Brussels, May 22 (APP) 
The arrest of suspected Bosman Serb war criminals 
Radovan Karadzic and Ratko Mladic ts the respons 
bility of Serman President Slobodan Milosevic, NATO 
Secretary General Javier Solana sand Wednesday 


Solana, was speaking to reporters the day after Miady 
made a public appearance in Beigrade at the funeral of 
Serh general Dyordye Dyuhu 


Solana said he could not say how Mladic had been able 
to get to Belgrade despite the numerous control ports 
set up across Bosnia by the NATO-led mmplementation 
force (IRFOR) 


IFOR soldiers are mandated to arrest war crimes sus 
pects uf they come across them but has sand it will not 
hunt them down.” The force has so far tailed to arrest a 
single suspect since deploying in Bosmia in December 


The 60,000-strong force has been accused of lacking 
the will to carry oul arrests, given the possibility of 
casualties and msists that it ois the responsibility of 
Milosevic to ensure the arrests are made 


It is the responsibility of President Milosevic i 
Miadic ts in Belgrade because he ts responsible accord 
ing to Dayton agrement to arrest indicted war criminals 
Solana said 


Milosevic, who ts known to be personally close to 
several of the Bosnian Serb war crimes suspects, has 
been accused by the International Crimunal Tribunal 
in The Hague of violating international law by not 
delivering the indictees 


Meanwhile in Sararevo, the sumber two in TROR 
General Sir Michael Walker, sand be did not cxapect any 
change in the IFOR mandate on its dealings with wa 
crimes suspects 


IFOR troops have very clear orders on cxatiy what 
they should do,” Walker told reporters 


There 1s no question in my mound that we are other than 
prepared to arrest them, Walker sand. while adding his 
troops would not hunt down any suspects 


Bosman President Alija Ivethegovic called again Tues 
day for IPFOR to arrest Miadw and Karads« 
an attempt hy top civilian official Carl Boldt to remove 
Karadzx from power in the Serb entity in Bosna had 
failed 


sayiny 
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Karadzic is viewed by Bildt as a major obstacle to the 
full umplementation of the peace treaty in Serb-held 
Bosnia 


War Crimes Tribunal To Hear Witnesses Against 
Serbs 27 Jun 

AU2208152596 Paris AFP in Enelish 

1803 GMT 22 May 9 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) The Hague, May 22 (AFP) 
— The international war crimes tnbunal for the former 
Yugoslavia will hear witnesses for the prosecution in 
the case against Bosman Serb leader Radovan Karad7x 
and army commander Ratko Miadic starting June 27, a 
Court statement said 


The Iniernational Criminal Tribunal tor former Yu- 
goslavia (ICTY) will hold public hearings for a week 





FBIS-WEL -96-101 
23 May 1996 


starung June 27 to hear witness testimony agains! 
Karadzic and Miadw 


The two Serb leaders, who have been indicted by the 
UN war crimes Court twice, on charges of genocide and 
crimes against humanity, are still at large in Bosnia 


The court cannot hold tnals in absentia, but can cxaminc 
witness testimony in a preliminary pubic heanng of the 
Case against indictees 


Karadzic and Miadic stand accused of directing indis- 
criminate attacks on civilian populations, and of com- 
plicity in the alleged wholesale massacre of Moslems in 
castern Bosma in the summer of 1995 
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BR2205143706 Brussels LE SOIR in Brent ity. The challenge ts to enlarge wit! 
2)? May p 4 wea Of an integrated Eur x ind wit! 
more than the tree trade zone which + 
TT ‘ , ‘ ’ ~* ” +? " ‘> 
[Article signed Tht The 4 Perc Dea they want 
Europe | 
, hache s chone low nited 
[FBIS Translated Text) On Monday (20 May) evening sche's chowe ts for a cd ft 
giversity, supranational, whan gua 
lacing the construction Works Sar meTt Sguar : " ; - . rv _ 
, . [eae and stamiity, whach fh 
(progress af last’) and Metore .tF Licge ‘ Miaacrs . ~ : - hal . aie 
whan regains tts ance mm lage teg 
Jean-Luc Dehacne delivered « see! . is K . . 7 sf oo 
‘ , ‘ ‘ at ifs gal ic “es four siccoes.sive 
4 tath in Europe. The capenenced ke Gescrined t | . . -!= “ 
i aTueve monetary unnon, Ue « 
us the E] Dorado to which he ts icading us. & 1 al ; . - mn | 
Make integration irreversiPic “ 
of the heavy-handed pokes wha st - Canes Ne ry “= 
promiems of in | and external secur 
This unusual seriousness ht “ e wene ad ctl cTnai an CAlcTnal 
irec, tO Mamtan the structural funds | 
the crew is on the verpe ' . me — 
adaping them to the circumstances o! 
With sacnfice after sacrifice we w arrive af he sing Four, customized cnl weement icaving 
currency cahausted. remaracd’ ¢’ c pect integrate af its chosen speed 
1 must deal with employment " ind tt . , 
: ' :' The first precondition ts monetary ut 
budget, and am aware that ! c ide ted reed th tt 4 
‘ic ci 4s wrec “i } c Tee , TTT) 
solution fa cach onc. the " | B | . ; * 
l am not relax t! te from these, even pust a little, | teat 
} mm hung cia r ; a! 
, . . ;' What he ws ught to show was that t 
the long term is fot in cont “ 
! Europe and he among the rich 
employment md social scours 
reduce its national deM to § percent 
Dehaene Neleves that Eurom A con ny Pree That os the absolute wry 
within the next three of four H & Dehaene aknowledges. Pur w 
the principle (hat vou cans f f hy what if implies 
T rec v1 : : Z TweTial ( ving afl fiaserninat) « 
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4 UNITED KINGDOM 


UK: Brittan Criticizes U.S. Trade Policy 
MS2208121796 London FINANCIAL TIMES 
in English 22 May W p4 


[Report by Guy de Jonquicres: “Brittan in fierce attack 
on U.S. wade policies’ | 


[PBIS Transcribed Text} Paris — Sir Leon Brittan, Eu- 
rope 's trade Commussioner, yesterday launched a strong 
attack on US. trade policy, ‘gesting that its recent 
conduct had sett ack global economuc Iheralisation and 
yjcopardised the multilateral trade system 


Sw Leon was particularly critical of US. legislation 
which provides for legal actions against foreign com- 
pames with investments in Cuba. He called the Helms- 
Burton act extra. terrtonal and cxapropratory” and said 
it breached US. international obligations. 


Politically, i ts Counter-productive to attack one’s 
trends, when the object ts others,” he told a ministerial 
meeting of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation 
and Development in Paris. He also criticised proposed 
U.S. ade measures against Iran and Libya 


Su Leon sant the Helms-Burtorn act was one of a 
series of rocem checks and «. ks” to international 
trade policy. These included the nea-falure of last 
year's World Trade Organisation talks on financial 
services, the mconclusive outcome last month of WTO 
tchecommuni ations negotiations and lack of progress in 
efforts to lyheralise maritime trade 


Bilateral trade initiatives were also affected, notably 
negotiations hetween the EU and US. on an agreement 
to lower transatlantic barners to trade in information 
technology products, which Sar Leon said were “stuck”. 


Mr Stuart Esvenstat, US. wnder-secretary of commerce 
said trade Measures against rogue” states such as Cuba, 
iran and Libya did not violate multilateral trade rules 
But Sor Leon sand that defence was “no argument’, and 
the U.S. had no nght to impose its policies on the rest 
of the world 


UK: Payments to Serb, Croat Businesses Called 
‘Rip-O'T 

MS2208092996 London THE GUARDIAN in English 
22 May % pas 


[Report by David Hencke: “Serts And Croats ‘Ripping 
(nt MoD. Ministry of Defense] 


[PBIS Transcribed Teat!] A row broke out in the House 
of Commons Last night over disclosures that taxpayers 
are paying mullhons of pounds to Seran and Croatian 
businessmen to let warchouses, factones and facihities to 
British troops risking thei lives to maintain the fragile 
peace in former Yugoslavia 
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Details of huge monthly sums paid out were releascd 
by Nicholas Soames, the Armed Forces Minister, in a 
parliamentary answer to David Clark, Labour's defence 
spokesman 


Mr Soames revealed that the ministry had spent over 
1.3 milhon pounds leasing premises im the first three 
months of this year 


The largest sums paid out were 244,000 pounds a month 
for hiring three factones and a warchowse um Splint 
38,000 pounds a month for a tactory in Banya Luka 
and 44,000 pounds a month for two tactones on Gorny 
Vakul. 


Figures have not yet been released for substantial sites 
including part of the port of Spin. The Ministry of 
Defence says the sites are essential to store equipment 
and supplies for the troops who are part of the Nato 
peace-keeping force 

Last mght Dr Clark condemned the sums as a rip off 

He said: “Given the appalling state of the Bosman and 
Croatian cconomes there is no way that these lage 
sums of moncy could reflect market rates 


“lt suggests to me that taxpayers are being nipped of! 
by Bosman and Croatian business people determined to 
make a fast buck out of the crisis. This ts particularly 
outrageous as British troops are risking them lives & 
keep the warring factions apart 


UK Warns Israel To Keep ‘Palestine Mate’ Option 
Open 

LD2408108496 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 

in English 1045 GMT 24 May % 


{By Charles Miller, Detense and Diplomat Correspon 
dent} 


(PBIS Transcribed Text) Britain tixlay sent a warning 
to Isracl that the option of a Palestine state must be kept 
open 

A lasting peace settlement would only succeed if 
respected basic Palestinian nights, not least the rght | 
self determination, it said Foreign Secretary Malkoolm 
Rifkind will set out Britain's conviction that an accord 
cannot be imposed on the Palestine people in a speech 
tonight 


“To try and impose it would he short-sighted To last 
the settlement will need to respect basi Palestinian 
rights, not least the nght to self-determunation 


To close off the option of a state would in my view hx 
a mistake of the first magnitude 


However, Mr Rifkond onsets that if the Palestrnian 
wanted a land to govern a thew own, they would 
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have to convince the israchs that they accept the 3 significance mm Europe's collective defence Nor ns 


responsiMlities that that would entail 


Talks hetween Isracl and Palesune would need to 
address a sumber of other critical aeas — the fan 
division of water resources, the question of Isracl 
settlements regarded hy Britam as illegal. and the future 


of refugees 


A chance exists for the children of Palestine to look 
forward to a life not of fighting and deprivation Put of 
peace, says Mr. Rifkind 


He heaps prance on Palestine leader Yasser Arafat 
who visits Britain next month. He commends the way 
President ‘Arafat has maintained the commutment of the 
Palestine people and them leaders to peace And he adds 
President “Arafat has shown, by his efforts to curh 
terrorism, his willingness to accep responsibilty 


Mr. Rifkand warns Isracl against prolonged and strin- 
gent measures that go beyond what is necessary to pre- 
vent terrorism 


He acknowledges the ghastly terrorist attacks of the 
last months Dut tists that cxtreme measures wl! 
damage confidence, increase resentment and breed new 
generations that will choose violence rather than pea 


That is not what we want for the children of Palestine 
he says 


Israc! should rebuild confidence by allowing peopic 
to move freely between the Oocuped Territories and 
Israci, including East Jerusalem and letting people return 
to the places of work 


Mr. Rifkind pledges Britain's commitment to make an 
ative contribution to help bring about a lasting peace 
actoss the Middle East 


UK: Report Dicmiwes WEL as ‘Insignificant’ 
MS220809269% London THE GUARDIAN in Englich 
22 May % pil 


[Report by David Fairhal! 
Report | 

[PBIS Transcribed Text} The Western European Union 
(WEL), seen by many in Brussels as the best hope of 
securing an integrated kuropean defence and ultimately 
a European army. has been dismissed by Brith MPs 
jmembers of parhament| as insignificant 


WEL Dismmesed In British 


In a report on the 40-year-old, 10-country organisation 
the cross-party Commons defence commutice concludes 
that there is almost nothing the WEU does that cannot 
better he done Py Nato. The MPs can find bitte 
wgnificance im the concept of the WEL as Nate's 
European pillar Unlike Nato tt has fo continuing 


essential to collaborate on mulrtary Cquip matt 


The commmutice suggests that the WEU's most usetu 
role — preferaMy under a new name — 1s to provide a 
structure within which Europeans can conduct peace 
keeping of humanitanan operations when the United 
Staies 1s not interested. But much remains to he done 
in the MPs" opimon, if it 1s to he a bridge between the 
European Union and Nato 


The report wall he seen in Brussels as another symptom 
of Westmunster’s Euro-scepiccem. It 1s hound to cause 
embarrassment for Brush diplomats whatever ther 
privale Views since puMin ation comcdes with the 
Brits; presidency of the WEU and ths year’s inter 
governmental conference at which the WEU's role as 
the mulstary arm of the European Union will be an issue 


Britain has achieved modest improvements im the 
WEU's ability to conduct military operations contined 
to the so-called Petersburg: tasks of peacekeeping 
humanitanan rele! of rescuc. ho would accept closet 
mks Hetween the WEL and the EU, but does not 
endorse some other countnes’ amMtion to integrate the 
WO Ofganisations 


UK: Major's Statement on Lifting of FL Beef Ban 


LDI2I080918 Unternet) FCO On-Line WWW Sere 
minelioh 21 May WM 


| Statement Py the Pome Minister, Mr John Major. on 
the House of Commons. Tuesday 21 May 194" PCY) 
headline | 


IPBIS Transcribed Teat! 

Ft BEEP RAN 

With permission, Madam Speaker, | will make a state 
ment on our continuing efforts to get the han on Britist 


hee! and Reel products lifted and the implications for 
our wider European polny 


As the House will know, we have heen making every 
effort with the Commismon and the Member States | 
ift the Pan on Heel and heel products imposed tw 
months ago Py the European Union two months ago We 
appreciate the difficull situation on the beet markets of a 
number of Member States. the fragile state of Consumer 
confidence actows Europe and political pressures faced 
hy a nummer of governments 


But we have put in place a wide range of measures 

ensure that a!) products teaching the market are sale © 
any normal definition of the wor? As a result of Controls 
n teed, the moadence of BSE on Britain is fallong rapids 
and will continue to do wo We Neheve that there ca 
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no longer he any conceivahic pustifacation for the Dan 


remaimung om place. It 1s having a hugely damaging effect 
on the hee! industry throughout Europe 


We have cuplamed very clearly the cutent of the 
measures we have taken — goung well Peyond those in 
many other Member States of the European Union — 
to ensure the safety of British heel and heel products 
The Commusuon have played a notably helpful role om 
foliowing catcfully the scucntific advice 


As 4 fesult, the Commission recently put foread a 
proposal to lift the Pan on gelatine. tallow and semen 
This 1s Phased on the sicntific evidence that these 
products ave safe, when produced im agreed ways. A 
majonty of Member States supported this proposal 
when it was put to the Standing Vetermmary Commutice 
yesterday, Put tt did not attract the required qualified 
majonty to enatc it to take effect. | would like to thank 
those countnes that supported it. and President Santer 
and Commissioner Fischier for ther determination to 
pul tus matter to the vote 


President Santer and Commissioner Pischier have con- 
firmed that they stand Dy the proposal they put to the 
Standing Veterinary Commutice yesterday That pro- 
posal has to he confi: med by the Commission tomorrow 
ht will then he sul muted to the Agriculture Council on 
3 and 4 June. Under the procedures the proposal would 
then he implemented unless there were a simple mapor- 
ity against tt om the Council 


There is therefore a prospect of progress on this narrow 
from. | am grateful for the firm wew taken Py the 
Commision and for the support of the majonty of 
Member States: However, the present position is clearly 
unacceptamic. A balanced proposal Pased on the few 
screntifc advice has feen ignored Py 4 sumer of 
Member States. i some cases despite prict assurances 
of support. | must tell the House that I regard such action 
as a wilful disregard of Britain's interests and, in some 
cases, a Preach of faith 


Moreover, we have still heen unamic to reach apree- 
ment on further steps tow ards a progressive infting of the 
wider han, which ts cleatly our main ofective. Some 
of our partners are reluctant even to Comtemplate moves 
mm thes direction. for reasons which have nothing what. 
server to do with the scence involved 


Madame Speaker. imgettant national interests for 
Brita ae involved im this matter I cannot tolerate 
these imtcrests Herng Prushed aside Py some of cur 
European pattiners arth no reasonamc grounds to do so 
The top priority of our European policy must he to get 
thes unrustified Pan on See! derivatives liftal as soon 
as posse and to estahiish a clew path for the lifting 


UNITED KINGDOM 
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of other aspects of the wider Pan. We will continu ow 
presemt cflorts Although these are not chough 


We have a strong legal case against the Pan & 4 whole 
and paroculas aspects of mt We made it cleat from the 
outset that we Helheved the Pan to he unlawful and dr 
propertonate. and that we would therefore he Pringing 
proceedings Those proceedings will hegin the wock 
We shail also hegin this week our clam for rretim mee- 
sures, aimed at achieving those interim remedies ure» 
sonatly demed us in negotiation Although our wider 
proceedings will inevitaMy take tome to he heatd. the 
anplication for these imternm remedies should he head 
within 2-) weeks at the outude 


The interim measutes applic ation has a nummer of 
sepatatc clements. (ine is the lifting of the Pan of 
gelatine, tallow and semen. It the Agriculture Counc) 
does not approve the lifting of this han on 44 June, we 
shall ask the Court to lift a for them. We shall also he 
asking the Court to lift the worldwide han on caxports of 
British heel. The heel ts safe and there 1s fo practical 
possiMlity of t Hemg termported inte the Community 


A third clement ts he Dan on Heel from specialist eet 
herds, in particular slow maturing grass-fed herds what 
have never seen a single case of BSE and ate among the 
finest in the world. As soon as appropriate veritx atiot 
schemes afc in Place — and preparations are already 
well advanced — we shall ask the Court to lift the Pan 
If we get no satisfaction, we shall agam purine the legal 
remedies open to us 


But these legal steps ave not in themscives suffusent We 
shall continue to press the screntific Case Of our partners 
and tc Pursue our own Programme to cradx ate BSE But 
I have to tell the House that without progress tow ads 
lifteny: the han we cannot he capected to Continue to 
operate normally on other Communrty husiness 


I say this with great reluctance But the European Union 
operates through goader)) If we do not benefit fror 
gooder! from partners, clealy we cannot receprocate 
Progress will not he posse in the IGC of elsewhere 
until we have agreement on lifteng the Pan on beet 
derivatives and a clea@ framework im place leading § 
ifteng of the wider han 


We will tase the question of the Pan a all Couns 
including the Foreign Affairs Council If necessary we 
shall seek epecial Councils Twill also he mating clear 
that | capect agreement on how to deal with these 
profiems to he Refund us Py the time the Europcar 
Counct! meets in Florence on 21/22 June Wt they ae 
not, the Florence meeting 1 Round te Se domenated hy 
this rssue ft could not praced with our normal co 
operation unless tt faced up t 


the crane of COopfidemoe 
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at only sticcung comsumers. Pul 
ars Europe 


le poveTnmecnts 


Madame Speaker this is fot how | wish to do Pusiness 
m Europe. But | see no alternative. We cannot continuc 
business as usual wrthen Europe when we are faced with 
thes clea dircgard Py some of our patinets of reason 
commonsense and Brian's natonal umtcrests We cor 

tinue to want to make progress through acgotiation But 
if thes & fot possMc. we we Pound to aw he legal 
avenues open to us and the politi! Mean we have wf 
our disposal 


I heleve that the whole House recognises the strength of 
our case and the need for urgent progress. and that the 
approach | have outhned therefore deserves to command 
support across the House 


UK: Lenden, Debha Deadlock on Decomminioning 
LD2D08 2011 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
mtnelich 1957 GMT 22 Mav OM 


(By Gavin Cordon, political correspondent] 


[PBIS Transcribed Teat! The Anglo-irish peace process 
tomght remained deadi«ked after the British and Irish 
goveraments tailed to reach agreement on the crucial 
imsue Of the handover of terrorist weapons 


Northern Ircland Secretary Sor Patrack Mayhew and Irish 
deputy prime munister Dick Spring said after four hours 
of talks «9 Londen that there stil! remamned a numer of 
reues to he resolwed Retween them 


The two ae to meet again carly next week with thee 
‘fhosals om an attempt to thrash out an agreement ahead 
of the start of hustorn all-party talks on Ulster on June 
AL 


Mr Spring told a news conference tomght the acas 
where agreement had still to he reached included the 
pracdures for decommusmoning. the agenda for the 
negotiations and charrmanships of the various strands 
of the negotiations 


Both sides remained committed to achieving af agree 
ment whah would see all parties Prought to the negot 
wing tae 


1 think we ate mowng closer together There is a 
determination on Aehall of Poth governments that we 
want to pet talks on Jone 10 and we want thos talks to 
he rmlusrve, he sand 


Sa Patruk sad Poth governments were determined to 
do everyiuag mm tor power to acteeve an agreemen' 
hy June 10 
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(in the decomumessomng tssuc, he stressed that the han- 
dover of paatminay wecapoms could got he septate 
out from the mam segotiatioms 


1 tenk ot (decommmsssoning } will he on the m got" mioms 


and not separate We would not agtee to mf heme a 
“<paraic prowess, De sand 

The “key te an aproement was the tepert of foomer US 
senator George Mrichel! wtach Lad oot Trmcuples 


he Popol athens m . (Tettwtitic. ts i th . “Pea ¢ =~ 
demuxtat means. sad So Patrick 


While oth governments have signed up te the proms 
pies of the Matchell report. there remains disagreement 
on how he recommendaiom for decumemiesonmg to 
he caftied out during the talks process can he atneved 


The two governments have also yet to agroe on what 
role Mr Mitchell hemecl! will play om the talks process 
with the Irish secking a wider remut for hem than that 
proposed Py the British 


Today's negotiations followed a warning Py the Ulster 
Umonmst leader, David Trmic. that he would seek to 
Pring down John Major's government if there was any 
Pack-shiding Py the British on the decommiss: ning 
isstec 


The kev to all partes hein mie to he present at the 
talks tate on Jane 10 onl! lees woth the IRA 


Biah goveToments hive sand Sonn Fem cannet take part 
mm the negotiations unless there is a fresh IRA ccasctire 


LK: Trimble Varnes Major Against ‘Rackstiding’ 
on Weapons 

MSSM) London THE GUARDIAN om fF nelit 
22 Way wv r ‘ 

[Report hy Daved Shark Uneomeets Ulematem Ti 
Man | 


[PBIS Tranurited Teat) The Ulster Unonmt leader 
David Trimiic, last aight warned John Major that be 
would rng down the Government if there was any 
hacksiding on the need for an IRA Ceasctire and 
decommiewonmg at the cutect of the June all -party talks 


Mr TrimMc made clew that he capects the proposals 
comtamed in the Michell report on decommuswsoning 
iiegal Patamulitary to he met on full, followmg Sonn 
Fein's annowncement that t will aagn up to the report's 
wa Principles 


Firm commiments would Ne required to implement 
and honour the Michell suggestoon that there should 
we actual da ormirse cing alongeede talks Unless ‘fuse 
was af the top of the June 10 apenda and wot «owas 
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sacessfully teselved. there ts fe merit om Proadenme 
the drscusssoms, Mr Trimivic sad 


1 wonsid recmnd the ( British and Irish) gowern nents and 
partes thal any progress heyond Uns pount reguites our 
agreement. In the wake of (Gerry) Adams's purported 
mceptance of the Machel! report, we are alert to the 
danger of turther pressure on Johan Majot to agar dilute 
the Goverament s position 


| want to make ut clear thal any Packsloding Py the 
prime munester on the tween meucs of the ccasctire and 
decommnsronmmng would he regatded as a fundamental 
weah of tath.. In sah circumstances, | would have 
nm hesitation im racommending to my parhamentay 
colleagues to . ppose the Government 


Mr Tromiic sand that be had drawn a lone om the sand 
Unomests cannot and will not negotiate with a gun 
prvmted at thew heads 


Mr Adams. the Sinn Fem president. vesterday refused 
to condemn paratulitary violence and sand he did not 
know if the IRA would announce a fresh ccasctire 


Speaking a day after announcing that he was prepared to 
ugh up to the aa Mitchell principles of non-violence. 
Mr Adam sad Condemnation and denunciations 
may sound gowd in terms of the scund-Pite of om terms 
of the politics of the estaMinshment They won't work 


Launctong hu party's manmteste for the May 4) cle- 
hems to a forwm whech well lead mente all -party talks 10) 
days later, Mr Adams sad that Sion Fem would ture 
up at the venue for the all-party talks armed only with 
ther mandate He did not know if the IRA would call 
anew ccasctire 


He appealed to Unionest leade’s to reflect at thes critical 
moment that whenever the’: were genuine efforts hy 
Insh repuixcans to move tc situation forward, they 
were repudiated and rubished 


The irish prime munwster, John Bruton, said it was bkely 
he and Mr Major would he af the opening of new 
month's sil -party talks on the future of Northern Ircland 


UK: Trimble Interviewed on ‘Rackstiding’ Threat 
te Major 

MMDD0SISS 986 London BRC Radw 4 Networt 
minglih (0 GMT 2) Ma 


[Telephone inter *tth David TrumMe. leader of the 
Ulster Unionist barty, on Belfast, hy James Naughtic in 
London ve of recorded] 


[PBIS Tramscrited Teat!] (Naughtie| The Ulster Unione 
leader David Tromivc is making the most of hes polit al 
leverage in the Commons — tf, he says, the gowernment 
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adopts apolay of Packsieding om tts dealongs with the 
IRA, he will not hesitate to try to Preng the powernment 
down So what tm Packshding and what ts postihed 
m the cifort to proaduce 4 ccase-fre and penwne all- 
party talks’ We're talkeng to the Northern Ircland party 
leaders on the Course of Us clecbon campaign — they 
vote at the end of the seck — and Mr. Trimivic jouns us 
now Mr. Trimivic, ts this clection talk of ts ft serious’ 


[Trane] Oh a os scnows. | spelled out the reason 
why we fell 1 mecessarTy fo sgh a Caulonaty fote 
vewetday, when we saw how the previous government 
undertakings with regard to imsisting on a Commitment 
to peacetul means and the mesuc of the decomimusssonmg 
of patamelitaty Weapon: was petting morcawngly shaky 

and wacase bere mm Northern Ircland started last 
week with the rather amigucus attache that the prime 
mmester Placed fret on Duhien sewspapers Then we ve 
caught the constant pressure from the Insh Government 
to setap the reguerement to decommission pat amilitary 
weapons And thete s an mmftetgoveramental conference 
taking Place taday, and these factors plas some other 
mdkx athens I dent want te talk about openly lod as 
yesterday morning to conclude that 1 was necessary 
lo ugh a pubic word of caution that the poverament 
Must stk (0 tts Cormutments COmrmutments its 
given to ws and to the House of Commons that «i 
will insist upon the decommesomng of paramilitary 
weapons taking Place alongeide talks And it there's 
any Packsiding on that neue, then they peed not loot 
to us tor support 


[Naughtie) In other words, vou would on any msuc 
that gave you the opportunrty side with the other 
Opposition parties to try to remove the povesnment 
even if any alternative goverament would pursue a very 
wmla policy on Northern Ireland’ 


[Trmmic| We cannot support an admunetration that 1s 
doung serious damage to the United Kingdom And on 
this neue — I mean o's not past Northern Ircland, a's 
4 question thal © at meeue, that will he aft issue af thes 
jas heard! — is the. Sot past the cumstence of the Union 
hut also the safety of the Umeon and the safety of people 
from the threat of terrormm. mot past on Northern Ircland 
Put throughout the kongdom Bex suse the terrorist threat. 
as you know, a The moment « more acute m Londen 
than tt 1s on Belfast And what we must do « to make 
t aMotutely cleat to the terroteis that terrormm wll 
not work, Now of the government starts petting soft 
on the neue of dec ommesonmge, they re saying to Mr 
Adams and Mr Martin MoCheness that your hom 
in London have worked. we ate now surrendering more 
you a a tesult of them «And the only comaguence 
of that will he more omnmh the meat terme (he terrewrets 
mect an oMtacle 
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(Naughte| We talked the other day. Mr. Trimitic. and 
i soem to me thal your view — your language — has 
changed om the last few days. You talk of madications 
that you Jon! want to discuss pully. But seems to 
me that you Neheve that the goverament ts on the move 
and you're saying “If that continues, | wll try to pet 
you out of office 


(Tremic| Well, what we've detected m the last few 
days are wigns of the fammhat old Anglo-tre® stitch-up 
We ve heen here Nefore regularly over the last 10 years 
where secret deals done Hetween the Northern Ircland 
(it's an! the Insh Government ae then umposed upon 
s And dus s happeneng fot past, we feel, with regard 
the gucsvon of the decommiwomng of paramilitary 
ns also happenmg with regard to the details 
of the tals. It happened only 4 few months ago with 
regard to grownd rules and we sce tt happenmng again 
and we re Mowing the whietic 


ay FT *)s 
’ 


(Naughtic| Thank you. Mr Trime 


LK: ‘Test’ of Sinn Peis Forum Poll Manil.to 


MAINS SM ~ Uaternet) Senn feo WWW on Peelih 
li Ma W% 


i’ Teat of Soon Fem manifesto for 4) May Ulster forum 
cectom Vote for Peace Vote For Sinn Sern} 
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A Peace That Wil Laat 


People want peace a peace that wil) last, A peme 
process 1 a mean to that end The Irish Peace Procers 
grew oot of Soon Fem 's peace strategy 


A vote for Soon Feen of thes Clacton 6 more than a vote 
for peace Tt ts also ¢ vote for a arw vison of the future 

of a new Irclend mm whch all of ws reshape that new 
\v.ture 


Som) Fem looks forward to thu new era The people 

| Owes tland have the mght to develop an economic 
democtay ehh tackles unemployment, bad houswne 
a what provides « proper health service and a 
pen aducaton system for al) citizens We deserve 
a fomeetiet, Puralet, domoctatn soctalest Ireland An 
Ireland whch cherishes all the children of the nation 
cyualls 


Sonn Fern stands for a sacuety on which Irish people can 
ive together © mutual freepect, and work together in 
mutual regard ft will he a society i whech peace 6 fot 
4 mere interlude Networn wars, Pul an mmoentive to the 


cTeative afd collective energies of all the people who 
ve of es mland 
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Sinn Fem os commited to the transformation of Ireh 
sacicty and to a acgotiated ad demeatan sctlicmew 
We know that fcac % fot semply the aMectic | 
violence Real peace a latng peace 

on demaxtacy. pusice, freedom and equality 


m oe 


Chat vison sees Peyond the present confiat and Peyvond 
the present phase of our festory (bar vreeoe foteeces thc 
unaty of the people of thes mland East wrth west, sort 
with south. urhan with rural. Catho's wrth Protestant 
and Diesenter Che venom mm for the redmtrrhote 
of wealth, for the well hemg of the aped. for thx 
advancement of youth for the lhevatiom of women and 
for the fmtatin of cur ctuldren (dur viesom fects 
forced Cugt ation and whet” vent. the destruction 
of the cavironmenm, cultural oppression. sctmem and 
mequality Our vison cmhraces cducabon ft emacs 
demmxtacy. ft ts ccomormc. as well as prviets al 


(hur vison os for a froe Ireland ani a tree people fh 
foresees the relahonshap hetween Brrtann and Ireland 
resting upon our mutual independeme ft demands tnat 
we take risks ft demands that we persevere or 
to teach agreement and a ecw accomimxtation hetwort 
all our peaple 


Our ( ommitment 


Sinn Fein is commutied to rebuilding a crediMc pean 
prone That 1s our conviction. That ts our commrment 
to the clectorate, natonaliet and wheomest on thes cle vt) 


wecttvqts 


Our record of engagement in the Irish Peace lortiative 
and then the peace process ts a proud record whah 
evidence of cur willingness to take fisks for peace and 
provide the leadership nevesseay th) Move away Tron 
confhar. ts a record which will stand scruteny 


Sinn Fein is commutied to our peace strategy We have 
sought with honesty and integrity to comuut a pea 
process which reaches out and em hr acs eveTyome oF 
the teland on the Pass of cgualiiy (hor oA TVE moet 
he for an agroement that will carr cgiame and 
the respect of all sections of our poor 


4 Republican Party 


Sinn Fein is an trish RepePiican party Our obective 
to end British rule in Ireland We know that others hold 
a diiierem wew We seek national self-determinay + 
the unity and independenme of Ircland m 4 sowerrig: 
state. There is widespread acceptance of the need for 
fundamental constitutional and poletacal change if we 
ae to Pring a Peace prowess to a democrat Comlun.« 
New relationships wil! have to he forged hetwoen af! the 
peace of cur country ft well he diffowlt Pt demands 
honest dialogue and a prowess of im lusive Peg tatnoms 
without precondition of pre. determined ouk oon 
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Sinn Fein is convinced ‘hat the Irish people have the 
creativity, the ability, through a process of dialogue to 
find an agreement which meets all our needs and opens 
up the prospect of leaving the old millenium of conflict 
behind and entenng a new millenium abounding with 
hope and potential. 


These are extraordinary umes. We face extraordinary 
challenges. There is no single simple policy which can 
meet these challenges. Genuine peace, real peace, must 
be dynamic, changing to meet the many challenges 
confronting i. A peace process must at its core be a way 
of solving problems, democratically and on the basis of 
equality and understanding. 


Removing the Causes of Conflict 


The six county statelet is not a democratic entity. It 
is a failed political and economic unit. In essence 
our immediate tasks are democratic ones. The urgent 
priority of Sinn Fein is to assert equal rights for all 
ciizens. 


John Major, David Trimble and la Paisley know that 
change can only be in the direction of democracy, of 
equality, of justice and of freedom. They know that at 
the end of a process of inclusive dialogue, the umon 
with Britain will not be strengthened, but weakened, 
that their demands for a return to Stormont will not be 
realised, and equality and justice are inevitable. 


The Unionist leadership, supported by this British 
government, do not want change. They are conservative 
in their instincts and in their politics. They want to 


maintain a status quo which perpetuates supremacy, 
inequality and repression. 


British policy is clearly rooted in a unionist agenda. 
The proposal for an embryonic assembly at Stormont is 
unionist. The election proposal is unionist. 


Sinn Fein will pot be a party to the restoration of the 
discredited institution of Stormont which took over 50 
years to de overthrown. 


Ome of the most significant advances of recent times is 
the widespread acceptance that there can be no internal 
settiement. Many have come to this position because 
they recognise the failure of partiuon, and the reality that 
it is not only the governance of the six counties which 
has heen the problem. The existence of the statelet is a 
denial of democracy. 


Clearly what is required is an effective political process 
which removes the causes of conflict and delivers the 
conditions necessary for aa lasting political settlement 
We recognise that real negotiations are the only demo- 
cratic Mechanism for change. 
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An Agenda for Change 


In the development of our peace strategy, Sinn Fein 
recognised that an end of conflict does not necessarily 
lead to a lasting peace. Irish history is replete with 
instances in which hostilities have ceasec only to re- 
occur at some future pount because the causes of conflict 
were not properly addressed. 


The cycle of domunation, repression, resistance has not 
yet been broken. 


For our part, Sinn Fein realised very quickly that peace- 
making would be very difficult and would require 
fieximility, imagination and a willingness to take real 
risks. Underpinning ths work of building peace is 
inclusive dialogue and the need for agreement. As 
the last 18 months have proven, peace in Ireland 
cannot be built without the positive participation of 
the British government. If confidence in the peace 
process ts to be re-built, the Bnush government needs 
to demonstrate its commiument to the search for a 
just and lasting peace. It needs to give clear, specific 
and unambiguous assurances that negouations will be 
inclusive, with no item on the agenda allowed to become 
an insurmountable obstacle to progress. In other words, 
at this me, the British government needs to herald 
publicly, through such assurances, the end of the old 
debate; an end to the failures of the past; the beginning 
of the new debate which in negotiauions will provide 
the changes required to create peace. Negotiations must 
be an agenda for change: real, significant, substantive, 
comprehensive change. In short the British government 
needs to develop a peace agenda; of peace making; of 
peace building; of peace talks. 


British Bad Faith 


For the 1X months that the IRA cessation endured, 
Sinn Fein and others wanted for the British government 
and the Unionists to come and take their seats at the 
negotiating table: to sit down with the rest of us to agree 
a new and peaceful future on this isiand. 


During those 18 months there was not one word of 
Negotialons. 


The cumulative evicence of those 18 empty and frus- 
trattng months pots damningly to a British govern- 
ment strategy locked into a psychology of war, a mind- 
set which demands victory over republicans rather than 


agreement and Compromise, a pursuit of victory by other 
means which sidelined the pursuit of peace. 


A! every juncture, the British government stalled aad 
delayed the peace press. The demand for an IRA 
surrender, introduced by the Brush government as a 
new precondition to all- arty talks five months after 
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the IRA cessation, provided the British with their most 
effecuve weapon in thew stalling strategy. 


Only reluctantly, and under greal pressure internation- 
ally, did the British government move ai the end of last 
November (15 months into the IRA cessation), to agree 
with the Irish government a twin track approach, which 
had as its objective the removal of preconditions to all- 


party talks beginning in February 1996. 


The Mitchell International Body was established to 
tackle the arms issue while the political track was to 
prepare for inclusive talks. 


Despite our grave reservations and doubts abou! British 
government intentions, Sinn Fein engaged positively 
and energetically in the twin wacks process. We made 
a detailed written submission to the International body. 
In this and in several lengthy oral submissions we out- 
lined our view thai the decommissioning demand was 
unrealistic and unrealisable and was a device introduced 
by the British government to stall, indefinitely, the com- 
mencement of inclusive peace negotiations. We pointed 
out that the commencement of peace talks was the abso- 
lute priority and the only means to an agreed and lasting 
political settlement. And, that in the context of such a 
settiement, disarmasnent and demilitarisation would nat- 
urally and logically occur in a society at peace with itself 
and its neighbour. 


Senator Mitchell and his colleagues conducted their 
task with energy, enthusiasm and dedication and they 
produced their report within a very short time. 


In contrast the political ack was a Patent charade, 
exposing again the British government's unwillingness 
to engage seriously. The unionists refused to participate 
and the British made so effort to persuade them. 


The Mitchell Report 


The Mitchell Repon briefly rekindled the hope of 
August 1994. It recommended the removal of all pre- 
conditions, accepting that all issues should be dealt 
with in open, democratic negotiations. In our view this 
provided a basis for moving forward so that all matters 
coukd be settled to the satisfaction of all sides as part 
of the process. The Mitchell Report pointed a way into 
all-party talks. 


Sinn Fein also welcomed the inclusion, in the Interna- 
uional Body's report, of the many issues which Sinn Fein 
and others have argued are central to the advancement 
of the peace process, but towards which the British have 


shown intransigence and negativity. 


These include prisoners, repressive legisiauion, licensed 
weapons, the use of plastic bullets, the provision of 
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a normal policing service, and action on social and 
economuc issues. 


In contrast, John Mayor rejected the Mitchell Report. 
He did so because he did not want all party talks and 
because Sinn Fein had responded constructively to the 
Mitchell Report. He needed new excuses for reneging 
on his commitment to commence all-party talks by the 
end of February. Tactically he opted for a series of new 
preconditions. 


By imposing an elective process and a unionist assembly 
John Major succeeded in stalling talks for another three 
months. He ignored the report of the International body 
which, in conjunction with the Irish government he had 
himself established. 


Sinn Fein's Commitment to Democratic 
Negotiations 


The political concepts dealt with by the International 
Body were intended to underscore the commitment of 
al! pares who will participate in negotiations to those 
negotiations and to a negotiated peace settlement 


Sinn Fein’s position on this 1s absolutely clear and is 
reflected in public statements and Sinn Fein policy. 
Some of these statements were made with SDLP [Social 
Democratic Labour Party] leader John Hume, others in 
conjunction with the Taoiseach [Prime Minister) John 
Bruton, the Tanaiste [Deputy Pnme Minister] Dick 
Spring and former Taotseach Albert Reynolds 


In April 1993 in the first joint statements from the 
Sinn Fein President Gerry Adams and the SDLP leader 
John Hume it was agreed that: “everyone has a solemn 
duty to change the political climate away from conflict 
and towards a process of national reconciliation, which 
sees the peaceful accommodation of the differences 
hetween the people of Britain and Ireland and the 
Irish people themselves’. Mr Hume and Gerry Adams 
accepted that the “task of reaching agreement on a 
peaceful and democratic accord for all in this island, 
was the primary challenge. The two leaders recognised 
that any agreement, ‘is only achievable and viable if 
it can carn and enjoy the allegiance of the different 
traditions on this island, by accommodating diversity 
and providing for national reconciliation.” [Quotation 
marks as received] 


Following the IRA cessation in August 1994, the then 
Taoweach Albert Reynolds, Joha Hume and Gerry 
Adams, in a joint statement in September, said, “we 
are at the beginning of a new cra in which we are 
totally committed to democratic and peaceful methods 
of resolving our political problems. We retterate that our 
objective 1s an equitable and lasting agreement that can 
command the allegiance of al! 
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In July 1995. a further joint statement between the 
Taoiseach John Bruton, the Tanaiste Dick Spring, John 
Hume and Gerry Adams reiterated ‘our total and abso- 
lute commitment to democrauc and peaceful methods 
of resolving poliucal problems and our objective of an 
equitable and lasung agreement that can command the 
consent and allegiance of all. 


More recently the SDLP and Sinn Fein, in a compre- 
hensive joint statement committed both parties to the 
pursuit of a permanent peace through the creation of 
Institutions which have the loyalty of all secuons of 
our people thus automatically removing the underlying 
causes of conflict and instability.” And we stated our 
confidence that “a democratic process can be designed 
to lead to agreement amongst the divided people of this 
island which will permit for continued political evolu- 
von and provide a solid base for peace’. 


On October 8 1995, the Sinn Fein President said, “It 1s 
seif- evident that threats of any description from any 
quarter have no role in any such process. They are 
certainly no part of any talks process in which we will 
engage . 


A New Political Agreement 


Sinn Fem has made absolutely clear our view that 
politcal dialogue and democratic accommadation are 
the essential Means to a new political agreemen' among 
the Irish people. The public record clearly demonstrates 
that. 


The International Body recommended its principles as 
4 means of establishing confidence in the peace process 
and removing impossible preconditions to the com- 
mencement of democratic negotiations. Unfortunately 
we still do not have democratic negotiations. Clearly the 
members of the Internationa! Body did not intend these 
principles to become a substitute or an additional pre- 
condition to the commencement of negotiauons. Their 
clear intention was the removal of preconditions. 


Sinn Fein rejects the British government's attempt to 
adopt the recommendation of _— International Bady in 
this selective manner. We do not accept any precon- 
ditions on our entry to negotiations, or on the demo- 
cratic mght of our electorate to be represented fully and 
without restncbons in any process of political negotu- 
ations which 1s forth-coming. Nor do we impose any 
pre<condivions 


Sinn Fein 1s not the IRA. Sinn Fein is a democratically 
mandated party which campaigns openly and peacefully 
in pursuit of our political aims 


The British government is, therefore, excluding Sinn 
Fein from participation in negotiations, and denying our 


FBIS-WEU-96-101 
23 May 1996 


clectorate their mght to have them views represented be- 
cause of the acuons of an cnurely separate organisation 
over which Sinn Fein and our electorate have no con- 
trol. Such an approach is fundamentally undemocratic 
and against the Proad precepts of international law. 


A Viable Peace Process 


If conflict 1s to be resolved and a lasting peace achieved 
we need to build a viable peace process. This requires 
new and imaginative thinking. Our shared objective 
must be a comprehensive, negotuated settlement, a new 
approach in ireland based on tolerance, openness, equal- 
ity and the democratic accommodation of differences 
We all have a responsibility in this and a role to play. 


A viable peace process requires a good faith engagement 
on all sides. 


Without clear and firm guidance at government level 
there is no prospect of resolving these problems. A 
proper structure and process of negotiations must be 
created and used in the most constructive manner. 


There specifically needs to be a positive, coherent and 
agreed approach by the two governments if we are to 
secure peace in Ireland based on justice and democracy 
They have the primary role to play. The British govern- 
ment, in particular, have the major responsibility 


Real Negotiations 


The purpose of real negotiations is to remove forever 
the causes of confl: t. This requires comprehensive ne- 
gotuations which br 2g about substantive and significant 
change in the follow ng areas: 


(a) Constitutional anu %oliucal (b) Demulitarisation (c) 
Democratic rights. 


If the peace process is. “¢ successful, these negotia- 
tions need to be inclusive od with all relevant issues 
addressed in a full and co prehensive fashion so that 
there is at least the possibility that change will be the 
outcome of these deliberations. For example, there can 
be no exclusively internal of partstionist settlement 


All democratically mandated parties need to be included 
in the negouations 


All issues need to be on the agenda, with nothing agreed 
until everything 1s agreed 


There can he no preconditions 


None of those engaged in the negotiating process 
can have a veto and all involved must be committed 
to reaching agreement. There can be no attempt to 
predetermine the outcome. nor to preclude any outcome, 
to the negotuations 
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The negotiations to have any real momentum need to 
be conducted within an agreed umeframe. 


The British government and the unionist leaderships 
have made the ‘ssue of decommussioning a blockage. 
This must be removed. Obviously the issue has to be 
resolved to everyone's satisfaction but it cannot become 
a pre<ondition. 


Equality and Parity of Esteem 


Parity of esteem and equality of treatment will have to 
be dealt with; the imbalance in the unemployment ra- 
ti0; equality in economic development; greater and more 
equally shared prosperity, empowerment and inclu- 
sion of deprived and marginalised communities. These 
should be pursued inside and outside negotiations. 


Parity of esteem for the Irish language and culture is 
required. 


The whole issue of demilitarisation needs to be resolved. 
This includes prisoners, disarmament, policing and the 
administration of justice and an end to repressive 
legislation. 

The negotiating process must endeavour to reach a new 
agreement which can carn the allegiance of all the Irish 
people by accommodating diversity and providing for 
national reconciliation. For this to be achieved everyone 
involved must be committed to reaching agreement. 


Coachusion 


Sinn Fein is participating in this election to reiterate 
our democratic mandate and to assert the nght of our 
clectoraie to be fully represented in any process of 
negotiations on the basis of equality. 


Sinn Fein has the right to be at the talks table on 
June 10th. We do not accept any pre<onditions on 
negotiations. Nor do we impose any preconditions. The 
British government and the Unionists are trying to lock 
Sinn Fein out of the negotiations. Sinn Fein will not 


accept this. 


A strong vote for Sinn Fein on May th is a vote 
for our efforts to restore the peace process. It is a vote 
which will make a real difference as we try to advance 
the goal of peace. 


UK: ‘Text’ of Unionist Ulster Poll Manifesto 


MS2205122096 (Internet) Ulster Unionist Party WWW 
in English 20 May 96 


{"Text’ of Ulster Unionist Party [UUP] manifesto for 30 
May Northern ireland Forum clections, presented at 20 
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May press conference in Belfast; received via Internet 
22 May) 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] 


WHY THIS ELECTION NOW? 


Ulster Unionists have been calling for an clected body 
in the Province for a long time now. It is over 10 
years since the last elected forum existed here, and ut 
is vital to re-establish the principle that it is the ballot 
box that rules the political process and not the armalite. 
The electorate has so far been excluded from taking 
decisions on our future, and the UUP believes the time 
has come to change all that. 


THE FORUM AND THE TALKS 


The Forum 


We are electing a Forum of 110 Members, from which 
will be drawn the negotiating teams of the different 
Parties. 


The Forum will, for the first time, allow people to 
have a stake in and ownership of the ‘peace process’ 
Representations can be made to this body by groups and 
organisations who have deep roots in our community. 
The Forum will be a place where elected representatives 
can debate all the relevant issues of the day. It can also 
take evidence on issues relevant to the Talks, and be 
able to assist the negotiating process when requested to 
do so, by acting as a sounding board for ideas 


Ulster Unionists are putting forward a strong and 
capable team of candidates who will constructively 
participate in the arduous process of building a lasting 
peace for all, within the Union 


The Talks 


Ulster Unionists intend being present on 10th June when 
the talks commence. 


We will be going there with the intention of talking to 
other parties who are fully committed to pursuing thei 
objectives by exclusively peaceful means 


This intent will be demonstrated by all the parties 
concerned, who give a total and absolute commitment to 
the principles of democracy and non violence as stated 
in the Mitchell Report. Such commitments go beyond 
merely restoring an ambiguous cease-fire, because for 
these commitments to be credible, the partes concerned 
will have to act in accordance with them 


Any party which docs not make and honow these 
commitments therefore cacludes itself. and the talks 
should proceed without them 
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Our aim will be to promote the Union as the best struc- 
ture within which our cultural diversity can flourish, and 
be properly accommodated. 


As there is incontrovertible evidence that our economic 
security and well-being can only be safeguarded within 
the UK framework, we will firmly resist the introduction 
of any constitutional instability which would senously 
damage our economy. 


Ulster Unionists will also be listening to the views and 
concerns of others, realising that building a future for all! 
of us within the Union will require the broadest possible 
support and consent. 


CONSEQUENCES OF THE METHOD OF 
ELECTION 


The Government has decided, against the wishes of the 
UUP and others, to use a ‘List’ system of voting. While 
we will utilise the system to the best of our ability, we 
must point out that the effect of this system could be 
the ‘shredding’ of the pro-Union vote. 


There are over 1] parties seeking support from the 
pro-Union electorate! For how long does any Unionist 
believe that this self indulgence can continue without 
causing irreparable damage to our cause’? How can we 
hope to compete with a vicious and violent SFARA 
{Sinn Fein/IRA] when we are so divided? 


Ulster Unionists believe that only YOU, the electorate, 
can bring this sad and sorry state of affairs to an end. 


The way to do it is to Concentrate your support for 
David Trimble and the UUP at the ballot on 0th 
May. This will result in the maximising of Pro-Union 
representation, and provide our Party with the mandate 
to strengthen our negotiating position. As Unionists 
will be divided two and a half times more than 
Nationalists, common sense dictates that this divisive 
clectoral system must be used with great care. Unlike 
proportional representation which we use at Local 
Government clections, there is no provision this ume to 
express different preferences for the various pro-Union 


pares. 


You ate able to choose only ONE party, by placing a 
SINGLE X heside its name on the ballot paper. 


kh is a matter of profound regret that we are in this 
position to-day because some Unionists, aided and 
abetted by Natonalists, allowed themselves to be guided 
more by personal ambition and less by the need to 
protect the imtegnty of the pro-Unmion vote. 
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THE BUILDING TEAM FOR FAIR PLAY IN 
ULSTER 


Ulster Unionists wish to see the incorporation into UK 
law of the European Cc~vention on Human Rights. 
We are also aware that the treatment of minorities, of 
which there are many in this society, requires detailed 
study and debate. We see the examples and procedures 
set by the Organisation on Security and Co-operation 
in Europe and the Council of Europe Convention on 
Human Rights as possible role models which could be 
adapted for use in Northern Ireland. 


The UUP attaches great importance to this area of our 
work, helieving that the safeguarding of individual and 
group rights will be a fundamental building block in 


any agreement that is likely to command widespread 
acceptance throughout the community. 


ILLEGAL CONSTITUTIONAL CLAIM ON 
ULSTER 


The issue of the Republic's unilateral claim to incorpo- 
rate the territory of Northern Ireland into an all Ireland 
State will not go away. To Unionists, articles 2 & 3 of 
the Irish Constitution represent the unacceptable face of 
Irish Nationalism. Ulster Unionists are willing to see co- 
operation between the two jurisdictions on this island, 
but that can only come about if it is based on mutual 
respect and recognition. There can be no reward to the 
Republic for the :emoval of its unilateral claim. 


Where there are disputes or conflict among Nations, re- 
sort is made to International Law; (law that governs the 
relauonships among States). This law is found within 
such international organisations as: United Nations, Eu- 
ropean Union, Council of Europe and the Organisa- 
tion for Security and Co-operation in Europe (formerly 
CSCE). 


All these organisations clearly advocate a fundamental 
principle of international law, namely that no country 
should engage in any activity which interferes in ‘the 
sovereign equality, territorial integnty and political in- 
dependence of States’ (Council of Europe - - February 
1995). It is sad, but true, that the London and Dublin 
governments stand alone among the governments of Eu- 
rope, because their actions and words give encourage- 
ment to the undermining of internationally accepted bor- 
ders. No other citizens of any other European country 
are being asked to fortes the territorial integrity of their 
country, as are the greater number in Northern Ircland 
who wish to remain in the United Kingdom 


The UUP will work hard to create the necessary 
conditions for this respect and recognition to he fostered 
and maintained 
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The Democratic Deficit 


The UUP is conscious of the widespread dissatisfaction 
with the present admunistrative structure in the Province. 
We will ne seeking to build a new and accountabic 
democratic system which will ensure that ‘faceless 
bureaucrats’ will no longer be able to rule us from 
behind closed doors. 


Ulster Unionist proposals for an admunistration in 
Northern Ireland are based on the principle of propor- 
tionality, elected representatives will be able to share 
responsibility at all levels in the structure in proportion 
to thew electora! strength, and together with a wide 
range of other checks and balances, will ensure fair 
play for all. 


Cross frontier relationships 


The UUP is aware that some people in the community 
wish themselves to be in an all Ireland and not United 
Kingdom context. This we understand, even though we 
cannot share such emotions. The reality 1s however, that 
in national and international law, and by the democrat- 
ically expressed wishes of its inhabitants, Northern Ire- 
land is a full part of the United Kingdom. The UUP ex- 
ists primarily to see that this continues to be the freely 
expressed wish of the greater number of our citizens. 


Given a satisfactory outcome to the dispute over the 
Republic's territorial claim, we can envisage a normal 
relauionship being established with the Insh Republic, 
which may have mutual economic and social benefits 
for all of us, at the same time as assisting those who 
wish to see closer relations with the Irish Republic for 
wider aspirational reasons. 


The issues that are raised by these m ters, as well as 
the territorial claim, go to the hear of the ‘consent 
principle’, which must be at the core of any lasting 


agreement 
CONSENT 


Ulster Unionists note that HMG [Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment] has given assurances that the status of Northern 
Ireland cannot be altered without the freely given con- 
semt of its people. It appears that the Irish Government 
also pays lip service to this position. 


However, while publicly stating one position, Govern- 
ments are capable of promoting other agendas, and re- 
cent history has taught us that both the British and Irish 
Governments are capable of gross deception on such 
matters 


We acknowledge that if the consent of the greater 
number 1s required before any change can take place. 
then there is a responsibility on the part of those whose 


UNITED KINGDOM 1s 


aspirations are realised, to ensure that there ae no 
obstacles in the way of anybody who, by peaceful and 
democratic Means, wants to pul contrary views before 
the people. 

Ulster Unionists will be doing all we can to achieve the 
maximum consensus on the means by which we conduct 
our own affairs in Northern Ireland, and how we relate 
to the Insa Republic. 


It 1s in the area of relauonships throughout these islands 
where real and substantial difficulues remain, bul must 
he addressed. 


British - Irish relationships 


The 1985 Anglo-Irish Agreement was introduced with- 
out the consent of most of the people affected by 1. 
Its provisions and meddling, through the “Maryfield 
bunker’ are no more acceptable to Ulster Unionists to- 
day than they were 11 years ago. We shail be secking 
an alternative to and replacement of this Diktat in the 
Talks. 


The Agreement concentrates exclusively on Northern 
Ireland, and fails to look at the wider relationships 
throughout these islands. 


Ulster Unionists wish to see a broader agreement, one 
which looks at the geographical region as a whole 


The natural social and economic unit ts the British Isles 
The human and organisational inter-relauionships on the 
EasU/West axis between Northern Ireland and the rest 
of the United Kingdom and also between the Republic 
of Ireland and Great Britain are greater in relative and 
absolute terms than the North/South inter-relationships 
between Northern Ireland and the Republic. 


It 1s right that these wider relationships should be recog- 
mised; that a genuinely British-Irish Agreement should 
replace the flawed Anglo-Irish one. This would provide 
a framework within which there could be accommo- 
dated an appropriate cross frontier relationship, hased 
On Pragmatic considerations of mutual benefit and not 
on a political agenda. this relationship would not pose a 
threat to either yurisdiction and would, unlike the present 


arrangements, correspond to real needs and enjoy real 
Support. 


SUMMARY 


Ulster Unionists are approaching the clections to the 
Forum and the subsequent Talks in a constructive frame 
of mind, anxious to build a stable future for all our 
people within the Union 


We are ready to vigorously advance and promote the 
Unionist position, but are also prepared to |isten to the 
views of others, democratically expressed 
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The UUP believes these clecuons to be very important, 
and it is necessary for all pro-Union supporters not to 
participate in the ‘shredding’ of the unionist vote which 
the list system of voting encourages. 

We therefore urge a large turn-out al the polls to ensure 
that the world can see that Sinn Fein/IRA does not 
speak for the people of Ulster. We point out that if 
pro-Union supporters do not exercise their nghi to vote, 
the percentage of the poll gained by Republicans will 
he artificially enlarged. All unionists can help to reverse 
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this trend by voting Ulster Unionist Pany (UUP) X on 
30th May. 


Even though this will not be the first or the last chance 
we will have to bring peace and stability to our country 
we believe that it is the best chance ever. As Unionists 
we must stand behind David Trimble and seize this 
historic opportunity to build a pros crous future for 
everyone within the Union. 
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Germany: Article Previews Topics of Kohl's U.S. 
Visit 


AU2305100296 Berlin DIE WELT in German 
23 May % p2 


[Report by Martun S. Lambeck: “Kohl's US. Visit 
Clouded” 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The presidential elections in 
Russia and the United States, the situation in Bosnia, 
and France's future reintegration into NATO are the ma- 
jor topics of the spring meeting between Federal Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohi and U.S. President Bill Clinton, 
which will begin in Milwaukee today. The chancellor 
will discuss the situation in the former Yugoslavia not 
only with Clinton, but also with U.S. Defense Secretary 
William Perry in Washington. The question as to when 
the United States will withdraw its IFOR [Implementa- 
tion Force] peace troops from the Balkans and how long 
the German Bundeswehr will stay there are expected to 
be the main px = s in these talks. 


The most complicated problem discussed will be further 
peacekeeping in Bosnia. The US. troops are expected to 
leave the country by the beginning of next year. German 
troops are likely to stay in Croatia until then. It is still 
unclear what form peacekeeping will take after that and 
whether German troops will participate in tt. Bonn wants 
to see the United States continue its participation. 


The chancellor and the president will sign a German- 
U.S. aviation agreement, which has been negotiated by 
Federal Transport Minister Matthias Wissmann. The 
agreement, which is regarded as a great achievement 
by Wissmann, will for the first ime grant German 
airlines landing rights on all U.S. airports, without any 
restrictions in terms of numbers. The same will apply 
to U.S. companies in Germany. 


The Chancellor's Office has said that Kohl is by no 
means paying an clection campaign visit to his friend 
Clinton, whom he visits in the middie of the campaign. 
ht has been pointed out that Kohl will also meet with 
Clinton's Republican challenger Bob Dole. Kohl will 
discuss the potential results of the presidential elections 
in the United States and Russia with Clinton, whose 
chances of winning the election are considered good at 
the moment. For Yeltsin, the situation seems to have 
stamlized. 


Besides peacekeeping in Bosnia and the possible supply 
of western arms to the Bosnian-Croat side, Kohl's talks 


with Perry will focus on France's future reintegration 
into the military organization of NATO. Bonn and 
Washington want to find a common position on the 


preconditions for France's return. 
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Germany: Europe Minister Hoyer Outlines EU 
Stance 

MS230S0908%6 London THE EUROPEAN in English 
23-29 May 9% p9Y 


[Report on interview with Germany's Europe Minister 
Werner Hoyer, by Tony Paterson; place and date not 
given) 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Vast sectors of Europe's nch- 
est, most powerful and populous country ground to a 
halt this week as tens of thousands of public-sector 
workers, clad in their by now familiar orange plas- 
tic Strikers’ jackets, stopped work and staged protest 
demonstrations in dozens of towns and cities 


Buses, trams and trains stopped running. Letters failed 
to be delivered and nursery schools, town hall! offices 
and social service departments in two major German 
States delayed opening or stayed shut. 


The overt cause of the disrupuon is the government's 
austerity package designed to case Germany towards 
the convergence criteria for a single European currency 
Underlying this is growing unease at the prospect of 
swapping the deutschmark for the curo. 


Werner Hoyer, Germany's European affairs munister 
and the voice of the Kohl government on the great 
Union project, remained unmoved — on the surface al 
least. 


“We must not produce the slightest suspicion among our 
people that we would be ready to dilute the criteria of 
go beyond the limits laid down in the Maastricht treaty 
Acceptability of the single currency in Germany ts based 
on a firm commitment to introducing a currency which 
iS just as stable as the deutschmark. We can make both 
the start date and the criteria,” he insisted 


Hoyer, 44, the former general secretary of the liberal 
Free Democrat Party (FDP), has been working treless!y 
since 1994 to promote the Kohl doctrine. His latest job 
has been that of German representative at the European 
Union's intergovernmental conference 


He does not fit the stereotype of a bullish hardliner from 
Bonn out to push the German view in Europe. He 1s the 
son of a Wuppertal businessman, smallish, bearded and 
bespectacled and, in what seemed like a sartorial drive 
to be non-confrontational, he was sporting a bright red 
te Covered in cuddly teddy bears 


Hoyer is well aware of the German public's ambiva- 
lence towards the curo. As the chancellor's chief rep- 
resentative at the coalface of European politics, Hoyer 
knows if is up to him to stand strong against the oppo- 
nents 
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Pubin acceptance is nevertheless ‘something that we 
will have to work hard on over the acxt few months”, 
he admutied. 


“There is a trauma among the German people over the 
quesuon of transition to a different currency. Many 
people mix up currency umion with currency reform 
and the two waves of hyper-inflation expernenced this 
century.” 

His ideological commitment to the project is rooted in 
the unfaltering conviction that Europe needs a single 
currency in order to mect the challenges of the global 
market. “If we look at our continent from the standpoint 
of a thriving economy like Asia, Europe has lost the 
colonial and industrial advantages 1 used to have. 


“We will only be able to establish our position in the 
global market when we get our act together with a 
completed common currency and internal market,” he 
said. 


The price of failure would be high: Hoyer ts adamant 
that inability to meet the criteria and stan date would 
seriously damage prospects for the European Union as 
a whole. 


The result, according to Hoyer, would be a currency 
flight into the deutschmark, causing its value agaist 
other European currencies to shoot up, thereby creating 
a potentially dangerous drive towards protectionism. 


But the tough line does not preclude a little trimming 
when faced with the harsh reality of economic statistics. 
The idea of a “core” Europe made up of strong-currency 
countnes such as France, Germany and the Benelux 
does make him pause for thought. 


The buzz word 1s now ‘flexibility’, a scheme that would 
allow countries such as Italy and Spwin the chance of 
an carly opt-in to a single currency as soon as their 
economies have met the criteria. 


“1 have problems with the ‘core’ concept,” he admits. 
“Our idea of flexibility, which we introduced at the 
imtergovernmental conference last week, is to allow 
those who can and want to move forward in specific 
areas to do so, while allowing the others to follow. The 
idea is not to exclude or send away countries.” 


Hoyer recognises that the biggest question mark in 
the entire affair is over the United Kingdom. Like 
many German politicians he admits to being shocked 
by the sheer weight of antipathy towards Germany and 
Europe generated by Britain. He describes it as | almost 
fundamentalist” in character 


“We know that the UK would be able to join the single 
currency on time, and it would be a tremendous boost 
to the EU.” he said 


But at present the psychological 
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sittuauon there allows no room for deliberations hke 
these. There is a kind of hysteria in the UK which 
has produced a climate and especially a language 
concerning Europe and Germany which is out of hand 


“We can only hope that more scrious-munded peopic 
will stand up and explain the benefits to thew own 
people. But my patience is almost endless. 


He reserves his strongest words for those, particularly 
in Britain, who in his view “maliciously misinterpreted 
Chancellor Kohl's “war and peace” speech in Belgium 
carlier this year. 


Kohl said in Leuven: “The polities of European unifi- 
Cation are in reality a question of war and peace in the 
21st century. If the momentum goes out of the progress 
towards unification, then we will not only come to a 
halt but go backwards. 


“We do not want to return to the national state in its 
old form. Nationalism, if we only think about the first 


SO years of the century, has wrought great suffering on 
our part of the world.” 


Hoyer dismissed suggestions that this amounted war- 
mongering. “The chancellor was simply stressing the 
need for the continuation of the process of European 
imtegrauion which has engendered unprecedented levels 
of wealth and prosperity in western Europe, Hoyer in- 
sisted 


“With the historical burdens that we Germans carry 
with ws, this fact is very much appreciated. Kohl is a 
driving force in preserving this perspective of stability 
and peace. He should be given credit for it and not the 
blame.” 


With Britain to all intentions sidelined, Hoyer remains 
remarkably opumistic about the Franco-German al- 
lance, which he insists is still strong Jespite President 
Jacques Chirac ’'s anti- federalist leanings. Progress is be- 
ing made at the intergovernmental conference on plans 
to forge a common European security policy 


“Both Chirac and Kohl know that the people of Europe 
do not expect the European Union to create a square 
tomato, but they do expect a common foreign policy, 
said Hoyer. 


“lt 8 a question of self-esteem. In a crisis situation 
like former Yugoslavia, we cannot continue with a 
situavion in which the only helpline telephone number 


1s Washington. 
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Germany: CSU's Glos Demands Refugees |cave on 
‘Schedule’ 


AU22051340%6 Frankfurt/Mam t RANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 22 May % p 5 


{Report by “fy:” “Newther Immigration Law Nor Addi- 
tional Quo’a’] 


(FBIS Translated Text] Bonn, 2] May — Speaking im 
Bonn on 21 May, the chairman of the CSU [Christian 
Social Union] land group in the Bundestag. Glos, came 
Oul against an immigration law and additional quota for 
immigrauon to Germany. He demanded that the Bosaian 
refugees return home according to the agreed schedule 
He demanded “visible decimoms on the repatriation 
of Vietnamese living in Germany. Gios spoke of ‘a 
political annoyance and a tragedy. which must end 
A total of 60 Victnamese have been shot dead in fights 
among gangs of crimina)s in Germany since 1962, but 
hardly anyone has been repatriated. Instead, Germany 
has paid several hundred million marks to Vietnam, 
without Vietnam keeping its promises, he said 


Glos linked his rejection of an active emrmegr ation policy 
with severe criticism of the FDP [Free Democrat Patty 
of Germany}. The FDP “can hardly walk for strength 

at the moment, he said. It ts high tome that it should 
remember how few people ti atually represents. PDP 
Secretary General Westerwelle demands an immigration 
law and immigration quota every day. ex. suse asylum 
is no longer a door to immigration. Yet, Westerwelle 
fails to see the constitution and the chotmous number 
of family members coming in to pom forengners living 
in Germany, as well as ihe great sumher of cowl war 
refugees that Germany has taken in. The costs that 
they produce amount to over 7 millon German marks 
pa year Germany accepted the refugees af a time of 
emergency. Now they are needed for reconstruction at 
home. That is why thei repatriation mus! start according 
to the umetabic, Glos sad 


The asylum law ruling by the Federal Constitutional 
Court and the agreement that Fore )gn Minister Konkel 
concluded with Belgrade are the nigitt signals for that, 
the CSU politician sad When Kinke! demands a 
“roundtable on immigration poly now and feats for 
Germany's internal halance ec suse of the casting ay 
lum law heing confirmed Py the Federal Constitutional 
Court, one gets the impression that Kinke! heheves he 
has to justify the success he acheeved in Belgrade vie. 
a-vis the delegates of the upcoming FDP party confer. 
ence, Glos sand. When FPDP politicran Hire says that 
the asylum law only promotes emmuggiers, because the 
only way im which asvium seekers can come to Ger- 
many now is illegally, that shows that he can oo longer 
he taken scrously. Glos said that the Foderal Comet 
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tuvonal Court's ruling is an important contribution to 
domestic peace in Germany. The attempt to repeal the 
new asylum law via the Federal Consttunonal Court 
has failed. The CSU feels confirmed by ths judgment 
In the CSU's view, the common asylum policy of the 
EU states now has priority. 


Germany: RSA President Mandela Addresses 
Bundestag 

AU2205173796 Mainz ISAT Television Network 
in German 1418 GMT 22 May 9% 


[Speech by South Afncan President Nelson Mandcia to 
the German Bundestag in Bonn — live. Mandela speaks 
im Enghsh with consecutive translation into German, 
transcribed from the English) 


[PBIS Transcribed Text) Madam President of the Bun- 
destag. President of the Federal Republic; Federal Chan- 
cellor, Madam President of the Federal Constitutional 
Court, honorable members of the Bundestag and the 
Bundesrat; Excellencies of the Diplomat Corps, dis- 
tnguished guests, ladies and gentlemen 


The marching tide of history and the vagaries of its 
moods have located Africa and Europe. South Africa 
and Germany, in close proximity - products of the 
rapactty of a colomal cra, and victims of humanity's 
technological genius. And so, taday, we stand at the 
dawn of a new millennium challenged to reassert the 
true meaning of the moment at which history has placed 
our generation, the birth of an acknowledgement of the 
universal human ideal. It is an ideal mm one instance 
within our grasp, and in another, a dream im a long 
walk where the horizons are mo more than the vague 
and misty imagination of prophets 


We have come from South Afra and Affica, beads 
unhowed and forever hopeful, to declare, m this one 
fountain of human advancement, that the single human. 
ity of which we speak yearns for a hetter life, and that 
none can he secure and af peace if others are insecure 
and strife-torn 


We are fully aware, Madam President. that the opportu 
nity afforded us to speak to the clected representatives 
of the German people is a rare one indeed Thus we 
thank you from the bottom of our heats that we can 
today speak of the poy and the par of creation that is 
the lot of South Africa's people, that we can wing to you 
and with you, of the fulfillment of a struggle consum 
mated. of a demactatn victory attained 


We are confident that our Pallad wil! find resonance 
among the German peaple Hecause they share in our 
joy of success and our pain to recreate and reconetract 
In reporting through you to them about the freedom 
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enrichment. At last, the springs of the Rhine, the 
Danube, the Thames, and the Volga and the forests 
they wrigate ae to all a much a source of serenity 


as those of the Congo, the Nile, the Limpopo, and the 
Zamber. Rationalize otherwise as others might, we are 
one humanity with one destiny. [applause] 


Asian, and American: that apartheid was a crime against 
humanity and it had to he destroyed. [applause] 


Thus we wonder if it ts not misplaced to thank the 
people of Germany for thew contribution and sacnfice 
to fulfill what « as much ours as i 1s theirs. Nay more, 
the summut we have attained has only unvetied the real 
prnnacie lurking in the distance, and, in our long walk, 
we dare not wander and | quote: 


“Yes! At last | have found the meaning of wisdom: Only 
he deserves freedom as much as life itself, who must 
win it cach day’. End quote 


The profound challenge that Goethe talked about cap- 
tures our own capenence in South Africa, and it epito- 
muives the tasks that the new world outiook of the new 
cra has placed on all of us 


At the end of the Cold War, the dividends that this 
massive change would bring to the world seemed so 
omwrous 


If on the past, omperatives predicated on Uy. paradigms of 
eather cvilizaons of geopolitics, spheres of influence. 
and balance of terror decreed that we attain less in 
human freedom and prosperity. we dare honestly to ask 
ourselves today. Have we grasped the full meaning of 
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the Gew Cpportunsies to pursuc the universal interes! 
and eschew relations amongst nations afd peopics thal 
consign others to poverty and dependence’ | applause) 


We should honestly cramune whether we ge providing 
the requisite new leadersiup for the new age of whether, 
as leaders, we still wander in the dak. hoping that order 
will emerge from disorder. paruculaly in iicrnational 
economax relations’ Do we have the courage to explain 
to the expectant why these obvious dividends seem to 
clude us' 


We raise these questions precisely because we know 
that their answers can he found im history, in its theory. 
and in its practice. 


As we join you tomorrow in marking the 47th anniver- 
sary of the promulgation of the Federal Republic's con- 
sutulion, we celePratc with humanity the wonder of cre- 
ation: that the best can emerge from the worst. We mar- 
vel at the determination of a people, assisted hy others 
better placed, to rise, like a phoenix, from the ashes 


We acknowledge the prodigy of reconstruction and 
rapid growth that the discipline of work and creati- 
ity of innovation have brought and can bring. We draw 
strength from the persistence im diversity, in adversity 
to forge ahead toward realizing the kind of regional in- 
tegration that the dictates of history and socno-cconomn 
advancement have imposed 


We acknowledge the social partnership that a united 
people can forge im pursuit of the common interes 
in the full knowledge that while social mfts cannot he 
totally eradicated, there is something common that can 
he built together, and that such a partnership is not, hy 
definition, the flectung convemence of ideological self. 
dcfense, bul an important prerequisite for national and 
imernatviona, reconstruction | applause) 


We are truly grateful that in all these arcas, you have 
seen it as your oPligation to make a contrihution to our 
own efforts 


On & May this year, the date on which your own const. 
tution was adopted 47 years ago. our own Constitutional 
Assembly adopted the basic law of our land. ushering in 
a pew cra in which we can further mature a» 4 normal 
democtacy based on the universal principle of majority 
rule. The delegation of conststutvon-makers which came 
to your country at the invitation of Preadent Herzog 
the caperts who advised our teams. and the material 
support we received from you — all these epeak of the 
universality of the seals we pursue 


We ae proud that after the vier by Madam President to 
our country, multifaceted links are heing strengthened 
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between our two legislatures. We are proud of the grow- 
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and his personal wish to sce to the re- 
disadvantages suffered by South Africa in its 
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people 

to the sincerity of those words and that 

found again today during the talks | held 
Kohl. His personal commutment to the 

development of South Africa and, through it, of the 

southern African region and of the African continent 


( 


by a personal warmth and openness. | think | am 
permitted to reveal... |applause| | think | am permitted 
to reveal that | raised a number of matters in which the 
assistance of Chancellor Kohl was sought and that he 
responded with unreserved support to these issues 


Let us admit human frailty and acknowledge that we 
sing praises to these your achievements hecause we 
firmly believe that our own nation has started along 
a road to reconstruction and development, to redeem 
itself of a weacherous past and atiain prosperity for its 
ciuzens, 


We pride ourselves with the national consensus that has 
emerged around the basic Constitutional issues includ: 
ing an abiding culture of human nights. Within such a 
system, We expect to sce a Vibrant civil society and an 
active opposition, with all of us bound together by loy- 
alty to the basic values contained in the constitution. It 
is in this Context too, that, like the people Goethe re- 
ferred to, we shall continue to deserve our freedom and 
our life by regaining them cach day We are regaining 
them in the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, as 
Our citizens come to terms with the pain they inflicted 
upon one another during the apartheid cra We seck the 
truth because we know its profound potential to heal. 
because it is the seed that will germinate in reconcilia- 
tion and not vengeance. because from i, we can restore 
the dignity of the victims ard ensure such reparations 
= our nation can afford. [applause] With the weapon 
of the truth. we can say without eguivoac ation thal never 
again would such gross violations he visited on any of 
our cluzens 


We we reguning freedom and life cach day in our 
quest to ensure that ow cconomy grows and creates 
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the condmpoms mm winch we can address the legacy of 
apatthesd. 


This we know, that such conditions cannot emerge 
on thew own, Dut must be created and nurtured by 
goverament im Cooperation with other cconomi role- 
players. Indeed. as a result of hard work, we have 
entered a perrod im which the cconoma fundamentals 
in Our Country are not only sound; but they port im the 
direcuon of an even hetier performance 


In working owt our strategy for growth and develop- 
ment, in order to accomplish the reconstruction of our 
cconomny and our society, we have succeeded in ensur- 
ing thal resources are shifted more and more from the 
old aparthesd obyectives to service poor commumtbes 
This we woadertake within the overall commument to 


fiscal discaphne and sound monctary poloes 


The judgment for our actions is born by no less than 
the serous long-term investors from Germany and clse- 
where who are establishing and cupanding operations 
within South Africa. These investors understand better 
than anyone cise the advantages that our country of- 
fers im terms of mnfrastructure, prospect for long-term 
growth, and the overall positive cavironment in which 
they have to operate. They understand, too, the serious 
iment with which government is addressing whatever 
admunistrative of social bottlenecks there might he, de- 
riving from our apartherd past. These investors know 
that the best pnsurance to the survival of our democracy 
is in susMamed growth and poh<reation, and therefore 
that such engagement in South Aftica should derive, on 
the one hand, from the real gains that they can make, 
but, on the other hand, they should he underpinned by 
the long-standing commitment to nd our society of the 
scourge of aparthesd [applause] 


Like Chancellor Kohl, they know that what is needed 
in our country and the Southern African region is 
something akon to the Marshall Plan, premised on the 
efforts of the people themecives, but remforced by 
the imternatonal community ihus the struggle of our 
people to deserve freedom and life itself in a changing 
and tughly competitive world is a common struggle of 
humanity to find answers to the challenges posed hy the 
new post-Cold War situation 


These answers are ta part provided by the multi-faceted 
felaions that are developung hetween Germany and 
South Africa, relations which are maturing at such a 
pace that we can talk in the future of a high-level 
Binational Commission to Coordinate and deepen them 


The answers are provided im part by the growing 
cooperaboa hetwoen Southern Africa and the European 
Unmon, which, although it 1s formally tentative, can oar 
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of a major boost as your country launches ms Southern 
Affnca motiative 


Few other pats of ths glote endurod the direct a- 
sault, Hloadshed. demgration. devastation. afd delrher- 
aie c onomac destaMlizavon that the countnes of South- 
ern Africa endured and survived. Thew own develop- 
ment was deisheratcly sufled by aparthend assault. and. 
willy oilly. hey hecame hostage to this dikia, thei 
prosperity depending on the degree of thew principled 
defiance of firm disagreement. | must cupress my per- 
sonal gratitude to the Federal Government for having 
heen the driving force hetund thes Southern Africa im- 
tative. 


The answers to the challenges posed by the new pow- 
Cold War situation are provided by the common seach 
for solutions m multilateral fora such a the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development, which 
met recently im South Africa, to Pridge the gap in 
perceptions and programs hetween the North and the 
South 


They are provided by our preparedness to embrace the 
giohalizaion of world trade and moncy flows, of the 
information society and of the pencral technological 
progress, and finding appropriate ways of adapting this 
revolution to the needs and conditions of developing 
countries. In all this, we know we have frends indeed 
m the Federal Republic of Germany 


if m the relavoms hetween our two peoples, history 
decreed that the worst in human character should ove 
way to the fest that humanity can offer, taday we 
can speak without eguivecation of the flowering of a 
new relatonshop We dare say as leaders. to paraphrase 
Goethe, that we shall sce a free humanity in a free world. 
a humanity which, though encircled with dangers. 
provides the good fortune of more than a momentary 
glimpse of Neauty 


Vielen Dank. danke schoen 


Germany: PKK Leader Ocalan Interviewed on 
Objectives 

AU2108 192496 Berlin DIE WELT on German 
20 May @ p7 


[Imervew with Atdullah (halan. chairman of the 
Workers Party of Kurdistan, PKK. by Guenther De- 
schner, place and date not given We Have Injured the 
Feelings of the German People | 


(PBIS Translated Teat) (Deschner) Mr (kalan, people 
call you Lenimist, Stalemist terrorist, dictator, and wpe- 
rast. What are you, really’ 
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(Ocalan) COwiously, many people m the world have 
grown accustomed to meumng vordxt erthowt 4 tna 
and without cramming the evidence No onc ts senously 
imectesied im our sttuavon in Kurdistan Hardly anyone 
asks how the people i our territory we faring. and what 
the human nights wtusthon 1. Bul people we very quick 
to meue verdicts shout us, especially about me First, 
they should take a scriows look a the situation we ae 
im. Our people are hemg repressed, expecially in North 
Kurdsstan (the Kurdish region of Turkey). The Kurds 
have heen rothed of them language We we presented 
as savages, as animals. The day-to-day decrimmaton 
agarnst the Kurds by the Turks can be horled down to 
the gucstion What ts the difference between the Kurds 
and the Turks” The ‘funny anewer to thes question 
ws “The Kurds have no pens That shows people's 
disrespect for us. And then they wonder why we do not 
laugh at these jokes. 


[Deschner] And what ts the verdict on you’ 


[Ocalan] fh ws on the same imiciiactual plane Yow 
people do call me a Lenimet, a Stalnit, a dictate 
Why’ Because they refuse to find out what I really 
think. It ts truc that as 4 young man I was im the 
left-wing opposition. OF course I continue to profess 
Lenin's ideas, and the Turks confirm on a day-to-day 
bases that power is a decmive neue But that does not 
immediately make me a communm And of course our 
MOVETEN Possesses Cohesive organization, wrth a high 
standard of diwcipline. Mow cle can one lead a com>at 
ofgamzatum that has heen forced undergrownd ' As for 
the Stalomest label, people promaty call me that he. suse 
of my mustache, supposedly smla to Stalin's Yes, that 
is the level of the accusatioms: against me What would 
happen if | suddenly trmmed my mustache’ Would | 
suddenly heoome a Nan’ 


[Deschncr) Bul you cannot deny tha your fighters uve 
terror, at least mm Turkey’ 


[(kalan| What does terre mean’ OF course violence 
occurs every day Turkey and we ate fighting « war 
agent cach other ft ts ohviows tha we and our 
crvihan population are suffering the most as a result 
of the war For those who wage 4 partnan wa. there 
is fotheng pleasant shout 1. We do not lke mulitary 
force. | would rather pursue the path of peace ft ms oot 
our goal to wage war post ft ¢ the sake of  Neviher 
is 1 our goal to repress other peoples, imcledmg the 
Turks. We want to imple scot our culture and wwe ow 
language freely We want to he atic to shape our desteny 
ourselves. and pot according to someone's cle pattern 
and expecially not the Turkish pattern Those are my 
o>ycctives, Those ate my ideas That is why | started © 
lead thus life and wage this struggle When | started | 
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had so nfic in my hand, and no knife. | tnod tallong. | 
used language as 2 weapon. But the Turks were nor 
prepared to isten. Anyone who champions Kurdish 
human nights « sutomatcally 4 scpwatsl. which is 
virtually synonymors wot terrorst. Many statesmen in 
hustory started off » “terrorists. “Arala; is an cxampic 
that confromts us evury day. 


[Deschner) But at least you are what people gencrally 
Geactife w= “left” 


[Ocalan] Yes, if you want But that is lable to change. 
There are ideas from polrucians and theoreticians from 
the cnure lefi-wing spectrum that one docs not have 
to televe for one’s entire lit. Today, | am tefi- 
wing mastmmuch a | am striving for a new society for 
Kurdistan 


[Deschaer] A new society’ What does that man’ 


[Oxalan) Our coure movement ts something acw. We 
have separated . urscives from tradimonal Kurdish so- 
ciety much more than previous movements. We have 
abandoned the tribal and clan structure, with its tradi- 
tonal Customs such as Dood feuds and vendctia. We 
want a free, socialist society. We want complete equal- 
ity for women. | am already paving the way for that. | 
even consider i cxpedient to have a high proporvon of 
women 1 our combat units Kurdish women should he 
adic to say We have won freedom with weapons in our 
hands No cise will ever force us hack to the tradional 
role 


[Deschact| For a long time, you have called for a 
seperate Kurdish state separate from Turkey. Do you 
see things differently now’ 


{Ocalan} Policy ts a living process, just like history in 
fact. The status quo is not a given thing. ht is always 
just a temporary condmon Consututions and borders 
have sever heen permanent. cither. You know that from 
your own German history Polracal demands, objectives. 
and measures also change and develop. Mistakes are 
made. hut when one notices them. they serve to improve 
the process. Only our goal remains unchanged: the 
Mianment of the cthac nights of the Kurds. Only the 
paths leading to that goal may change 


[Deschner] ts a change taking place to the path you 
suggewcd ' 

{Cxalan] We Kurds are the carth’s last great cultural 
group that ts still Nerng demoed self-determination and 
its own state Apart from that. we are one of the largest 
peoples mm the Middle East But & ts obvious that 4 is 
very difficult to estatiish a separate Kurdish state (ther 
cowntres on the Middle East have also opposed this, not 
just Turkey Chur mneistence on a state of cur own could 
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cacourage the formabon of a coalmon of all forces m 
the region 
[Deschner] And what would he your objective then” 
fOcalan] If we could lwe m a federal. demarax 


Turkey, that would already be a tot. The cxampie | have 
m mund «s Germany. Germany is again an undivided 
State, ang yet wt us a federal one Wea “Pree State 
of Kurdistan” within Turkey had as many mghts as, 
say. the Pree State of Bavaria has in Germany, we 
would not have to wage our costly struggle. If the kind 
of democracy practiced in Germany were also to be 
practiced in Turkey, virtually all our proMiems would be 
solved. Turkey consists of many peoples and sacicties. 
including Arabs and Armenians. That makes a federal 
structure for Turkey all the more necessary. Such a 
structure has proved itself not only im the United States. 
but also in Germany, Switzerland, and Belgium. The 
centralism that is practiced in Turkey and upheld with 
brutal force is a relic of the French patterns of the last 
century. lt does not suit the region, and is no longer in 
keeping with the umes. 


[Deschner] There ss also a Kurdish problem outude 
Turkey. 

[Ocalan] If a federal solution were to be accorded to 
the Kurdia problem in Turkey, 1 would be acceptable 
not just for us Kurds in Turkey, but would also radiate 
to the neighboring countries. Why should the Kurdish 
question in Irag and Iran not be solved in a simmla way, 


provided that the Baghdad and Tehran regimes see that 
the solubon works in Turkey’ 


[Deschner} Given the deep hostilities in the region, do 
you consider that realistx’ 


(OQxcalan] What other posible solutions are there’ | 
admit one needs a lot of fantasy for such a federal 
solution, but if it succeeds, we Kurds might even serve 
as a link between previously hostile countries. The 
individual Kurdish federal territones, in other words 
those in Turkey, Irag, and Iran, could not just cooperate 
with cach other, but could encourage a rapprochement 
between cxming countries. That would be the start of 
a new order in the Middic East, an order of stability, 


prospenty. and peace 


[Deschner} There are millions of Kerds on Irag and Iran 
They ate led not by you, but by regional leaders, some 
of whom have quite different ofyectives: How do you 
rmtend to bring your ideas home to them’ 


[Cicalan) A diversity of wleas is quite normal in our 
Kurdish history After World war | Prance and England 
created new countries out of the Ottoman Empire — 
Syria. Irag, Jordan, and today's Turkey. The artificial 
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borders have also severed the Kurdish people and led 
to thew oppression. But our people have never accepted 
this, and have been rising continuously. These risings 
came to a climax in Turkey. There were great Kurdish 
uprisings in Turkey in the 1930's, which were brutally 
crushed by the Turks. In the 1940's, the Kurds in Iran set 
up a Kurdish Democratic Party and a Kurdish republic 
led by Ghasi Muhammad. Afier th . Kurdish activity 
was focused on Mustafa Barsani in Irag, until he fell in 
1974. The various movements were always addressed to 
the hearts of the Kurds, and there was always support 
for these movements, at least as long as they provided 
success. Today, the center of gravity of the Kurdish 
struggle once again lies clearly in Turkey, in the PKK 
and the movement centered on it. That is why we can 
also communicate with other Kurdish movements in the 
neighboring countries. Apart from that, I have made sure 
that our Kurdisn movement is the most modern one ever. 


[Deschner] If you consider Germany as a pattern to be 
followed, perhaps you ought to do more to improve 
relations between Germany and your Kurds. Your 
reputation and that of the Kurds in general has suffered 
a lot because of the conflicts. 


{Ocalan} I am sorry that things have gone that far. There 
are several reasons for the conflicts, all of which I regret. 
We believe that following a major military dispute 
between us and Turkey, a rapprochement has occurred 
between Ankara and Bonn since 1986, under pressure 
from Turkey. Obviously, the Turks have painted for the 
Germans a picture of the PKK as a short-lived terrorist 
movement, a problem that Turkey can solve relatively 
quickly. The way of thinking is that one need only 
display harshness for one or two years, and finish off 
the PKK, and then one can talk of certain concessions to 
the Kurds. The Turks regard this as a military problem, 
not a political one. But that is wrong. No concessions 
have been made to us Kurds. And we have not been 
finished off, but there are more and more of us. Today 
we have spread beyond our traditional clientele. Parts 
of the middle-class Kurdish society, some of them 
with high-sourding names; members of the Kurdish 
nobility; representau ves of the Sunni religion; and many 
Christians sympathize with us. and we are becoming 
stronger and stronger. Today we are no longer just a 
rigid class society, but million of Kurds in Turkey are 
vesting their hopes in us. 


[Deschner} So we are no longer dealing with activity by 
an clitist minority” 

[Ocalan] No. Now there is a potential for civil war. That 
also provides a fresh response to the terror charge. Now 


that millions of people are behind us, I ask you: Can 
milhons of people all be terrorists” 
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[Deschner] Let me get back to my question. Do you 
regret the fact that your PKK’s activities in Germany 
have shattered people's sympathy for the Kurds? Do 
you realize you have made great mistakes? 


{Ocalan} The PKK and I myself have got it wrong. 
We have wrongly assessed your democratic order. One 
can say we have been behaving as if Germany was 
on a par with Turkey. Our preconditions were wrong. 
That is why we have misinterpreted the feelings of the 
Germans, and injured them. The Germans considered 
that provocation. That did not help our cause. On the 
contrary, the Turks have reaped the greatest advantage 
from it. Therefore I will do everything I can to prevent 
something like this from happening again in Germany. 


{[Deschner] So there is no “declaration of war” with 
Germany? 


{Ocalan} That, I understand, was a headline in one of 
the big German dailies. But I tell you here and now 
that I have never said such a thing. If you judge from 
this interview that I am unpredictable, then you can 
continue to believe in the so-called declaration of war. 
There are certainly people more clever than me, but I am 
certainly not so stupid as to voice such a declaration. 
That would be ridiculous and fully unrealistic. | have 
never considered Germany an enemy. The Germans are 
an admirable nation. What is more, they have provided 
temporary refuge to over $00,000 Kurds. Declaring war 
on the Germans would mean biting the hand that feeds 
us. 


[Deschner] What sort of picture do you have of the 
Germans? What do you think of them? 


{Ocalan} This might not sound nice to Germans ears, but 
1 will say it all the same. I feel closer to Germany than 
many Germans do. | am fascinated by German history, 
which many Germans denounce today or are fully 
ignorant about. | mean in parucular the 19th century, the 
great period in your history, which radiated all over the 
world. Let us take German philosophy as an example. 
1 was very much influenced by the philosophies of 
Hegel, Nictsche, and Engels, in that order. | also admire 
your poliucians, for example Bismarck, who united the 
Germans in a single state and turned them into a great 
power. But this is not the only reason why the Germans 
impress me. The other day, two French reporters noted 
to their amazement that my entourage is very “Prussian.” 


[Deschner] You consider that a compliment” 


{Ocalan| Yes. As far as discipline, punctuality, and 
order are concerned, I am just like a German. As for 
Hegel. | myself am an example of the “cunning ideas” 
he writes about. | grew up in Turkey. My mother was 
of Turkish origin. I learned Turkish in school, and 
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continued studying it at the university. | studied poliucal 
science at a Turkish university. In a nutshell, | am a 
product of Turkey. And now I am waging a war against 
this country. 

[Deschner} Until now you have spoken only of German 
virtues. What is it about the Germans thal you do not 
like? 


{Ocalan} Many German virtues are certainly sull valid, 
and German products are still admirable, such as tech- 
nical goods, pharmaceutical goods, and cars. And, of 
course, the political federalism. But there are also many 
things | consider unworthy of a country of Germany's 
greatness. One example is the way in which many Ger- 
mans deliberately renounce their spiritual and cultural 
heritage and behave like little Americans. Another ex- 
ample is foreign policy. One sometimes has the impres- 
sion that there is no proper German foreign policy any 
more. And yet the newly united Germany should re- 
alize its significance and pursue its own interests. But 
obviously the Germans still consider it sufficient to be 


{Ocalan} kt is obvious why I do not like the close 
German-Turkish courtship. But even the German Mid- 
die Eastern policy is anything but independent. Apan 
from our own errors, | think this policy is one of the 
reasons for the conflict between the German police and 
the PKK. I think the German foreign and interior min- 
isters have been far too cager iv accept the Turkish po- 
sition without criticism. They do not know us, and are 
probably not imerested in us. That is why the picture 
they have of us is false. And that is why such a lot has 
been exaggerated and escalated. Bul my criucism is not 
aimed at the entire government. | know that there are 
people in various administrative bodies who think in an 
imelligent manner. 

[Deschner] Whom do you have in mind? 


{Ocalan} For example, Christian Democratic Union 
deputy Heinrich Lammer, who visited me. Another 
example is the head of the Federal Office for the 
Protection of the Constituuon. This man explained the 
German way of thinking to me. He also told me how we 
can get closer together. Now I have a better idea of what 
one can get away with in Germany, and what one cannot 
get away with. Through him, I have also learned that the 
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pain threshold in Germany is much, much lower than in 
other countries. | now realize that Germany 1s no place 
for violence as a way of achieving things. We can only 
achieve things through dialogue. It lies in both sides’ 
interests to improve relauons between the Germans and 
the Kurds. First of all, there are the thousands of Kurds 
in Germany who have been given asylum there, or 
who are working there, carning money, and studying. 
That could be useful to German foreign policy in the 
long term. There is a large Kurdish community in three 
large Middle Eastern nations — Iraq, Iran, and Turkey. 
Even if it seems improbable today, one day nothing 
more will function in those countries without Kurdish 
involvement. At least there will be no peace in this 
important region as long as human mghts are denied 
and no genuine democracy exists. A stabilization of the 
situation in Kurdistan can only be good for Germany, 
because the Kurds would then be able to leave Germany 
and go back home. 


[Deschner] What do you suggest in concrete terms? 


{Ocalan} I suggest we pursue Kurdish-German dialogue 
at all levels. A start has already been made. Once dia- 
logue has started, confidence grows. With its tradition- 
ally good relations with Turkey on the one hand and its 
sympathy toward the Kurds on the other, | would even 
like to see Germany as a mediator between us and the 
Turks. 


Germany: Public Sector Unions Reject Employers’ 
Wage Offer 

AU2305093696 Cologne Deutschlandfunk Network 
in German 0900 GMT 23 May 9 


(FBIS Translated Text} During the public sector wage 
talks in Stuttgart, the employers have presented a pack- 
age of offers with a validity of 20 months. According to 
it, a single payment of 160 German marks is to be made 


for the first year. The employers propose a |-percent in- 
crease in income for the additional cight months. As a 


compensation, they call, among other things, for the can- 
cellation of two free days and the extra pay for overume. 
The unions OcTV [Trade Union for Public Services, 
Transportauion, and Traffic) and DAG (German Salaried 
Employees Union) have rejected the offers. OeTV chief 
Mai said that an agreement is not possible on any of the 
points. Nevertheless, the negotiauons should be contin- 
ued, Mai stated. 
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France: Arthuis on Information Market Initiatives 


BR2305114496 Paris LA TRIBUNE DESFOSSES 
in French 22 May 96 p 22 


{Interview with Jean Arthuis, French economy and 
finance minister, by Paul-Andre Tavoillot; place and 
date not given: “Arthuis: “Ten Thousand Pages of 
Economy on the Internet’”) 


{FBIS Translated Text} [Tavoillot] Should public infor- 
mation be charged for? 


{Arthuis} In the context of a global economy where in- 
ternational competition is very fierce. information has 
become a key factor for economic operaiors and coun- 
tries and nobody can do without it. A cultural hurdle, 
highly significant in our country, must be again be over- 
come: A company, however small, or specialist, must 
keep informed about the markets and competitors if it 
wants to survive and prosper. Information, especially 
economic and competition data, has therefore become a 
raw material for security and compeuluveness. 


lt may be regrettable that there is not a proper French 
information market at present. However, the develop- 
ment of technology makes it possible to send masses of 
information on line, at the same time as cutting produc- 
von Costs. 

The role of the public authorities is to promote the 
emergence of this market: First by encouraging the 
admunistrauon to make further progress in its awareness 
of the various means of disseminating information, the 
conditions of the markets, and commercial technologies, 
but also by helping the “administered” parties to develop 
their behavior if we want them to recognize the real 
worth of public information and to recognize a price 
beyond that already paid by taxes. 


ht is a delicate balance to try to strike. We have to 
promote the development of a market while at the same 
ume encouraging the intervention of private operators. 
Given the importance of the stakes and the pressure 
being exerted by Anglo-Saxon operators, | think it is 
essential for us to create a synergy between the logic of 
public service and that of the trading industry. 


[Tavoillot] How will the Internet change information 
Management in companies’ 


[Arthuis} You will have to ask the companies that' 
1 unk that only now are we starting to glimpse 
how the new information technologies will wansform 
our society in depth. The conference on information 
and development, which was held in South Africa 
recently under the aegis of the G-7 countnes, showed 
just how much the development of communication 
technologies and infrastructures could be a powerful 
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factor for growth. Recent events in France have shown 
that the state has not yet finshed its cxaminauon of 
the impact Internet-type networks can have on the very 
functioning of our society and the main public services. 
For exampic, how could u be of use to the justice 
department and the police force’ What impact will 
it have on our education system? What consequences 
wil! it have for the development of trade and trading 
companies ’ 


The government has chosen to make available to the 
public and economuc operators most of the information 
produced by the state admuinistrauions. Thus, the Econ- 
omy and Finance Ministry's Internet server will come 
on-line in the coming weeks. More than 10,000 pages 
of economic, financial. Customs, taxation, and foreign 
market data will then be available. What counts is the 
reliability and accessibility of the data that is sought. 


We are also working with Documentation Francaise on a 
preliminary access server [ante-serveur] which will have 
its own address and will be able to respond to natural 
language queries and access all ministry information. 
The admunistrations are finally getting thei act together’ 
Moreover, from a more general point of view, this is 
already a contribution to increased transparency. 


[Tavoillot] What are the next stages in French policy 
promotung economic information? 


[Arthuis}] This is a subject that goes beyond just the ac- 
guisition and processing of information. Awareness of 
economic information has developed only recently in 
France. Even if certain public and parapublic operators 
were already using forms of economic information with- 
out employing this term, coordination between these op- 
ecrators has so far not been assured. The Committee for 
Competition and Economic Security that I chair by del- 
egation from the prime minister 1s proposing new meth- 
ods of organizing and coordinating the administrations, 
in particular in terms of information, so as to better sup- 
port French companies in international competition, for 
example. Certain ministries, and the Industry Ministry 
in particular, are looking into this subject in great depth. 
(thers, such as the Defense Ministry, have already im- 
plemented projects of this type on the ground and they 
soon proved thew worth 


In my own munistry, the Directorate of Foreign Eco- 
nomic Relations which manages the network of French 
offices for economic expansion has made economic in- 
formation its number one priority. This theme will more- 
over be the central issue of the next meeting of trade 
advisers that Yves Galland [minister delegate for for- 
eign trade] and myself will organize in July. The Gen- 
eral Customs Directorate and Tracfin, the Directorate 
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A sumber of on-site interventions are planned, such 
as the one that is currently being implemented in the 


General Secretariat for National Defense on holding a 
semunar in the coming weeks, bringing together elect od 
representatives of intermediate bodies. This will be 
an opportunity for us to present the action we have 
already taken id to suggest new lines of development, 
especially for the acquisition and processing of so-called 
“gray” data. 


France: Foreign Ministry on Bilateral Ties With 
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Commission,” which is the first “binational meeting.” 
During his visit to Mexico in 1994, Mr. Juppe created 
this commission with his Mexican counterpart. It is con- 
vening for the first time in Mexico. Its work will begin 
on Wednesday 22 May and will be concluded by Mr. 
de Charetic. 


The third part of this visit is a meeting in Mexico of the 
French ambassadors posted in Latin America. 


For us, it is thus a matter of stressing the importance 
and the value we attach to the excellent nature of our 
relations with Mexico, a country which is important 
in terms of its size, its population, its past, its future, 
its links with France, poliucal links, economic links, 
cultural links, diplomatic links. Mexico is an important 
partner in international relations, in particular in the 
three areas which we will discuss with our Mexican 
frends: disarmament, the fight against drugs, and reform 
of the instituuons of the United Nations. 


I would like to add that Mr. de Charette will be ac- 
companied by members of parliament and a large dele- 
gation of businessmen because Mexico ts an economic 
power. You know that Mexico has been a member of 
NAFTA and the OECD since 1994 Franco-Mexican 
economic relations do not fulfill the potential of these 
two economies, nor the excellence of the political and 
human relations which exist between our two countries. 
There are currently 374 French companies established 
in Mexico but the pace and scope of trade are inade- 
quate. This trade even experienced a spectacular drop 
in 1995 as a result of the economic and financial crisis 
which Mexico has successfully overcome. 


The message we would like to give is our desire to 
strengthen our es with Mexico and our confidence in 
Mexico's future. 


[Journalist] Here, in France, one often has the impres- 
sion that France has put a brake on the development of 
commercial trade with Mexico” 


[Rummethardt) | see two aspects in your question. The 
first is the bilateral aspect. It is true that French com- 
panies, foilowing the crisis which the Mexican ccon- 
omy has been through, have shown a lack of confidence 
and that is why Mr. de Charetie’s tnp is intended to 
strengthen the confidence of French economic agents in 
the future of Mexico. This confidence could be further 
strengthened by the conclusion of an agreement on the 
protecuion of investments. France has this agreement on 
the encouragement and protecuion of investments with 
some 60 countries, in parucula: with all the countnes of 
the OBCD. In all these agreements. there are two essen- 
ual provisions: First. the freedom to repatriate income 
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and profits from capital invested; and second, the accep- 
tance of unconditional international arbitration. On the 
first point, the freedom to bring back profits or income 
generated by the investment, the problem in altracting 
money is not to say: “Yes. you can come in,” but to 
show that they can also leave. That is why we think 
that we will be able to easily succeed in concluding an 
agreement with Mexico on the mutual protecuon of in- 
vestments, as exist with ail the countries of the OECD. 


As far as the agreement with the European Union is 
concerned, you have the impression thal it is France 
which blocked ut, which delayed iu. I believe that 
you could have gained this impression from talking in 
France with people who are not French, because, on 
the contrary, it is the French who are at the origin of 
this movement. | can give you the milestones. It was in 
February 1994 that Mr. Juppe, in Mexico, proposed an 
agreement between Mexico ani ux EU. At the time, if 
you refer to the European pres:, you would note that our 
partners were not very enthusiasuc. Then, it was France 
which had it included in the conclusions of the Corfu 
Summiut that such an accord should be concluded. It was 
then under the French [EU] presidency, on 2 May 1995, 
that there was a solemn declaration demanding that an 
agreement be signed between the EU and Mexico. At 
the Madrid Summit in Dece.wner 1995, we had the 
terms of a solemn declaration adopted providing for a 
“reciprocal, progressive, and global” liberalization. 


The conclusion thus had to be reached on this basis, 


which is what happened last Monday [13 May] in 
Brussels, for which we are very happy. 


So, let some people say that France was not for it at 
the ume, one can try to sell anything at all, but not 
t just anybody, not to you. If you just look at the 
facts, you will notice that France was continuously at the 
origin of this initative, thal we reached an agreement 
last Monday. and that we hope that this agreement will 
lead to success quickly. 


(Jc .cnalest} But nonetheless, France blocked, or at least 
delayed, the negotiation in Brussels... 


[Rummethardt} This is not truce if you look at the facts. 
People may have told you, “We are in favor of it but 
these damned French are against it.” Yet nonetheless, 
it 1s France which came up with the idea, we are the 
ones who moved it forward. We said what we wanted 
to otain, which it was last Monday, and we want the 
negotiavions with Mexico to succeed. People should 
stick to the facts, not to ulterior motives and sales 


arguments 


FBIS-WEU-96-161 
23 May 1996 


[Journalist] Will the negouations between the Mexican 
Government with the Zapatistas be part of Mr. de 
Charetie’s discussions with the Mexican authorives’ 


{Rummethardt} They will not be as such, since the issue 
which you mention is a question of Mexican internal 
politics and it would be entirely out of place for us 
to intervene in Mexican internal affairs. Having said 
thal, we have followed the events in Chiapas with great 
attention and we have noted the agreement last February 
on the opening of a dialogue, which seems to us to go 
in the right direction, because what one would wish for 
Mexico is obviously a settlement of its internal problems 
by means of dialogue and democracy. 


{Journalist} The Zapatista crisis is the expression of 
a social fracture, a theme which the president of the 
Republic is fond of, which he raises on his tnps abroad, 
and you say that it will not be discussed in Mexico” 


{(Rummelhardt} The president of the Republic has talked 
about the social fracture in France, which is a senous 
preoccupation, and it was his British hosts who took 
him to Glasgow to see the answers which our British 
friends have been trying to provide to this problem of 
social fracture, but it is a solution which the British are 
providing. The social fracture in Mexico is a Mexican 
problem which must be resolved for the Mexicans, by 
the Mexicans, with Mexican means. 


[Journalist] Do you take this crisis into Consideration in 
your relauons with Mexico” 


{[Rummethardt} We have confidence in the future of 
Mexico and of the Mexicans. 


Journalist} Getting back to the EU's agreement with 
Mexico. Mr. Barnier said that France was resistant to 
the establishment of a free trade zone” 


[Rummethardt} You are giving the answer yourself. 
We are in favor of an agreement, but as to the terms 
“free trade zone” and “non progressiveness” which some 
people had envisaged, thinking by the way that this 
matter would not lead to success, we did not share these 
ideas, because whai we want is an agreement which can 
work out to the benefit of the Europeans and the benefit 
of the Mexicans. Only this can be a good agreement. 
The other would be an agreement to riake headlines, 
but which would not funcuon. 


[Journalist] Do you foresee an agreement in two stages 
or a global agreement” 

{Rummelhardt} There will be a global agreement. 
Journalist} You think that there will be a giobal 
agreement’ 

[Rummethardt| Yes, | do 
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Journalist} What safeguards wil! be taken” 
(Rummelhardt) The negotiations have not yet begun. 


[Journalist] Is the agreement important for trade in 
Mexican and French and European goods? 


{[Rummeihardt} On the part of Europe, which is the 
world’s leading iv aporter, which is the least protectionist 


i 
‘ 


orid, the trading group 
the 


{Journalist} Why Mexico for Mr. de Charetie’s first visit 
to Latin America’ 


(Rummethardt}] It has not yet met. It is a Cooperation 


France and French economic agents have a particular 
imterest in the privatizavion process currently under way 
in Mexico. French companies are interested in different 


[Rummelthardi] They are already present. High-level 
Mr. de Charette. In all, some 10 companies will 


PSA, Lyonnaise des Eaux, Panhard, the Thomson group. 
the Matra group, Gaz de Prance. Villemorin, and SNCF 
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In our mind, this is thus an important visit, in view of the 
size of the delegation. Two members of Parliament will 
also accompany Mr. de Charette: Mr. Patrick Tremege. 
deputy from Paris, and Mr. Bernard Serrou, the pres- 
ident of the France-Mexico parliamentary friendship 
group. 

Journalist] There is foreign participation, by the Bank 
of Montreal and the Bank of Nova Scotia, in the 
Mexican /anking system. Are French hanks interested” 


[Rummethardt} This can be envisaged, although | be- 
eve that the two examples you have cited, the Bank of 
Montreal and the Bank of Nova Scotia, are private ini- 
iatives. The goal of this trip by Mr. de Charette, which 
is an initiative of the public authorities, of the French 
Government, is precisely to generate a climate of con- 
fidence which will enable actors of the private sector 
to become more involved in Mexico. Because 20 years 
ago, the actors on both sides were from the public sec- 
tor. There were major public contracts, whereas today, 
with the privatization of the Mexican economy, those 
who need to be convinced are agents of the private sec- 
tor, they must be given enough confidence, notably by 
conclusion of an agreement on the encouragement and 
protection of foreign investments. [passage omitted] 


BR2305070896 Paris AFP in French 
1216 GMT 22 May % 


[PBIS Translated Text) Paris, 22 May (AFP) — Afier 
settling the crisis in the Central African Republic, 
France wants to ‘review’ defense agreements linking 
it to several African countries so as to define the 
conditions governing the intervenuon of French troops. 


On Tuesday evening [22 May}, Cooperation Minister 
Jacques Godfrain acknowledged that “the situation is 
serious” in the Central African Republic, stressing that 
“Vt Was fot just a question of a balance to be paid, or 
aftears to be paid.” He noted that ‘»pposition poliucians 
have come to public attention,” that “the national radio 
station was on the verge of being taken by the rebels.” 
and that heavy weapons were seized and stolen in order 
to be used in the rebellion.” 


He also recalled that President Ange-Felix Patasse was 
“elected by universal suffrage” and that his government 
“respected the multi- party system, freedom of the press. 
and freedom of association.” 


“As 4 result of the events currently happening (in the 


Central African Republic), « would perhaps be a good 
idea to review these defense agreements. he sand 
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We must “clearly indicate to these countries the limits 
within which we can of cannot intervene. | think thal we 
can no longer tolerate a vague situation. We have to lay 
down the ground rules, because the evenis happening 
before our very cyes today are events which were not 
entirely planned for in these agreements, which date 
back to 1960," Mr. Godfrain emphasized. 


The French minister said that the military cocperation 
agreement between France and the Ccatral African 
Republic mainly involved “training local troops and 
technical assistance provided by France.” 


According to Mr. Godfrain, the French Army must 
also help ensure the security of private investments. 
“This only applies in the sectors or countries where 
a certain level of security prevails — legal security, 
judicial security, legislative security, and so on.” 


“Therefore, the presence of the French Army is not 
just an Army based on the notion of force, but, on the 
contrary, an Army based on the notion of peace and 
development,” he said. 


France: Millon Discusses Military Planning Law 


BR2008133296 Paris LE FIGARO in French 
20 May 96 po 


[Interview with French Defense Minister Charles Millon 
by Patrice-Henry Dasaubliaux:; place and date not given: 
“Charles Millon: | Will Not Yield to Any Pressure’ | 


[FBIS Translated Text] ([Desauhliaux] The Council of 


Minister's passing of the military programming law 
marks the kick-off for the big plans in store for defense 


[Millon] Indeed, it ts an essential stage, and one, more- 
over, which represents a certain degree of continuity. 
The 1994 White Paper explored the new strategic land- 
scape, highlighted the new threats, and started pointing 
out the conclusions that should be drawn in terms of 
changes to our defense system. Another programming 
law was passed in 1994. But duc to the “cohabitation” 
government, the law was not able to implement a truc re- 
form, especially with regard to nuclear deterrence, pro- 
fesssonahization [of the Armed Forces]. the size of the 
Armed Forces. and national service 


Today, the new programmung law enshnnes three ma- 
jor decisions made hy the president the abandonment of 
the ground-10-ground component of deterrence. the pro- 
fesssonalization of the Armed Forces. and consequently 
the disappearance. in its current form, of national ser- 
vice which ts mainly military in nature 


Analysis of the threat, definition of the strategic ob- 
yecuves, determination of the means. impact on human 
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resources: The approach as a whole is logical and con- 
sistent. 


(Desaubliaux} So the elimination of mili = 
result of professionalization, not the other way around? 


itage and that it has fulfilled two functions: a defense 
function and a social welding function. Therefore, and 
quite logically, the debate took account of these aspects, 
and turned into a genuine social debate. 


[Desaubliaux) The debate is coming to an end. What 
will be your first conclusions? 


[Millon] At the end of the month the government 
will publicize its choice regarding the type of national 
service: compulsory or voluntary. It will make this 
decision after a very close examination of the proposals 
submitied by the two parliamentary committees, as 
well as the results of the jocal consultations which we 
launched in March via the mayors and associations. 


ht is already quite clea that the French people are 
attached to the link between the Army and the nation. 


the framework of professionalization this | 
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[Desaubliaux} Do you sul! rule out the option of shorn- 
term compulsory military service lasting, say, about two 
months? 


[Millon] Any kind of service, be it civilian or military, 
up all the ume available for short-term military service. 
concept—something similar to civic education. 
[Desaubliaux] Would the defense ministry be prepared 
to shoulder the costs of this new concept? 


[Millon] The defense ministry will only take care of 
the military form of the future national service, whose 
organization should be consistent with the professional- 
ization of the Army, in such a way as to avoid having 
two parallel armies, one professional and the other a 
training Army. 


[Desaubliaux} You told the National Assembly's De- 
fense Committee that the recruitment of enlisted men 
should, “in the long term, account for 12 percent of each 
age category fit for enlistment.” To this recruitment wil! 
be added the recruitment of some 30,000 drafices or 
volunteers. Are you ensured of having this resource at 


your disposal? 

[Millon] The current debates have shown thal many 
young people say they are prepared to serve the nation, 
provided that in exchange the nation serves them. They 
wani a sort of “interactive” service, primarily taking the 
form of vocational or second chance training. If that is 
the case, why should I doubt the existence of this hih- 
quality resource? 


Where enlisted men are concerned, we have made 
provisions in the programming law for a substanual 
professionalization fund that should allow us to offer 
the conditions required to attract high- quality young 
people. 


[Desaubliaux) Do you not fear that professional per- 
sonnel, especially in the Army, will be used as an ad- 
justment variable for insufficient human resources and 
budgets’ 

[Millon] The studies conducted by the Armed Forces 
staffs and by the Defense Ministry were very thorough. 
All of the figures in the programming bill were con- 
sidered and weighed up. Therefore the law should be 
applied in full. It was drawn up under difficuli—even 
unfavorable—economic conditions. Bul it was passed 
without including the ¥0-percent cut in the cost of the 
DGA [General Delegation for Weapons} programs to be 
pursued over the next six years. So it is reasonable to 
think that we will produce extra margins These margins 
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will facilitate and accelerate the financing of equipment 
for our Armed Forces. 


(Desaubliaux} In parallel with the programming bill. the 


(Desaublisux) Will this stake be charged to the defense 
budget” 
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[Desaubliaux}] Will Giat keep all its sites in France? 
[Millon] Activiues will be restructured and redeployed 
on a site-Dy-site basis. 
[Desaubliaux] Can we expect to see downsizing? 


[Millon] It is up to the company’s general management 
to announce its plan to the social partners via the 
[Desaubliaux} Another company for which decisions are 
expected by late June is the DCN [Directorate of Naval 
Shipbuilding}. 

[Millon] The main change is to compirte the separation 
between the government-owned DCN, the management 
of DGA, which is the prime contractor for the Navy 
programs on behalf of the Navy or export markets. The 
negotiations, which have been in progress for several 
months now, have shown that the DCN’s skills must 
be exploited, thus allowing it to improve its export 
performance too. 

Where Navy orders are concerned, the programming bill 
included the launch of a fourth missile-launching nu- 
clear submarine, two landing craft transporters (numbers 
three and four), and the fifth La Payette class frigate. As 
a result, neither Cherbourg, nor Brest, nor even Lonent 
should experience any break in the workload. 


[Desaubliaux] So will the break in the workload not be 
until between the two aircraft carriers? 


[Millon] A second aircraft carrier is planned for after 
2002. But in the programming bill, in order not to un- 
dermine future decisions, credits have been carmarked 
for engine design studies. 

The Clemenceau will be decommissioned in 1997, and 
the Charies- de-Gaulle will be commissioned in 2000. 
At that time, the Foch will be put on standby, reactivated 
when needed. 


[Desaubliaux} So the Foch will not be adapted for the 
operational commussioning of the Rafale” 


[Millon] Given its age, it was decided not to adapt it in 
thal way. 


[Desaubliaux) Let us come back to the DCN. Its reform 
is the responsibility of the Defense minister. So there 
will probably be staff cuts? 


[Millon] The programmung till made provisions for an 
industrial conversion fund of 48 billion francs [Pr]. 
of which Pré.1 billion are to be used to suppor the 
redeployment and conversion of the DCN. The plan for 
staff will he determined following a site-by-site analysis 

















(Millon} The president of the Republic has set a deadline 
of two years for the alliance and merger. That means 
we still have 20 months to go. | can confirm that 
the goverament’s opuon is clear and its determinaton 
unfailing 


[Desaudliaux) All in all, is sot the programming bill, 
which keeps all the programs of the previous law, too 
ambitious” 
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the restructuring process. There 1s no question of going 
back on an approach which is clear and which has been 
explained. This approach, which has the full suppor 
of the president, responds to requirements in terms of 
defense and organization of the Armed Forces. 


Moreover, the president's personal commitment gives 
all its strength to this bill, which will 
carmark cach year Fri8S bilhon (in 1995 constant 
francs) to our defense. 


[Desaubliaux) A French-German summit will be held 
on 5 and 6 June in Dijon. Where defense matters are 
concerned, is this not a clarification after the vague 
umes? 

[Millon] lt will be a follow-up to the recent Chirac-Kohl 
mecting. lt would be untruc to say that the Germans 
uons have been given—well before the decisions were 
made—at all levels, especially the highest levels. To- 
day, we have clarified our stance on the draft, programs 
carned out in cooperative efforts, and Prance s approach 
to the Western European Union and NATO. Contrary 
to what some rumors might have it, the Helios space 
program will be confirmed. In addition, it will be supu- 
lated that our Armed Forces will be pr “fesssonalized in 
such 4 way 80 as not to disturb the Burr corps. 


These reforms can therefore mean a new lease on life 
for the Prench-German duo. | am convinced that a 
Dijon we will also see the special tic on defense issues 
between the two countries reasserted. 
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Italy: Prime Minister Prodi Addresses Senate 


LD2205232396 Rome RAI Uno Television Network 
in Kalian 1527 GMT 22 May % 


[Address by Itahan Prime Minister Romano Prodi to the 
halian Senaic in Rome — live] 


this to use my Commitment and my personal history as 
a Chistian, recalling the principles of liberty and of the 
full awareness of the value of humanity. In this context, 
I will continue to find inspiration in the respect of all 
religious faiths and of the principle of the secularism of 
the state 


Fourteen months have passed since | decided to enter the 
political arena in order to realize a great dream: to pul 
the country back together after a fragmentation which 
nisked removing t: forever from internavonal history in 


rediscover and revive that spirit. 

This government. which has been formed by a coalition 
which legitimately won a tough but clear clection 
wishes to be a government for everybody. The Italian 
peaple know perfectly well the great challenge which 
awaits ws in renovating our country — there we no 
ahernamives. Either we are able to understand that the 
common effort of all is needed in order to overcome 
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many sacnfices has reached a high level of well-being. 
1s destined for decline and finally for fragmentation. 


Not only the unity of our sation is af risk, bul much 
more: the very life of our saciety, our civil coexistence. 
our future and that of our children. it is with the new 
generation in mind — the boys, girls and batucs — 
that I feel today in this chamber the weight of my 
responsibility. Much of thew future will depend on our 
decisions. And I feel no less a wenght when | think of the 
old, of those who will become old in the coming years 
Also to them we have the duty of ensuring security and 


peace. [passage omitted] 


Our am ts to disabuse the new pencration. through the 
cxample of our public actions, of the bad image that 
they have developed of politics, of the management of 
the state, and in the end of the republican institubons 
themselves, because of the phenomena of corrupuon 
and degencration which plunged the political system 
imto a crisis from which we are only now beginning 
the extricate ourselves. We have the responsitilsty of 
leading this great country into the third milleunrum, and 
we cannot allow ourselves to fail. After four difficult 
years. in the course of which we have been through three 
parhaments and four governments, it is time for Maly 
to again plan and construct its future. For four years, 
Italy bas survived thanks to the sure hand of a preat 
president of the republic, to whom | offer my humbic 
grectings. [applause] lt has survived thanks to the sense 
of responsitility of the sacial pares and of the technic a! 
and political competence of my immediate [preceding 
word stressed] predecessors, and of their munimters: 
thanks to the persistent struggic against organized crime 
and illegality conducted by the judiciary, with the 
assistance of the forces of law and order, thanks to the 
Capacity of the economic and productive system, whach 
has faced internavonal competion under Conditions of 
objective difficulty, and thanks to those ciuzens who 
have remained faithful to thew deepest ethical principles 
and top the widespread and deeply rooted feeling of 
national solidarity [passage omutted] 


We must stat to tackle the country’s urgent problems 
with a wide ranging strategy. comboning the indispens.- 
atic cleaning up of our public finances with credible 
plans for economic, social, and civil development. In 
these actions, we must remain aware that nothing i+ 
more urgent than rapidly realizing reform of the state. 
now that the politcal and iastitubonal conditions are 
finally favoratiec to it and encourage us to begin the 


undertaking immediately 


The government which 1s presenting itec!! today hefore 
parhament recognizes that the parlhament « faces is 
profoundly different from its predecesson For the fret 
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On the other hand, the victory of the Olive Tree coali- 
tion, which makes up this goverament. would not have 
been as clear as it was without the electoral alliance with 
Communist Refoundation With Communist Refounda- 
tron, even if concrete and important cChosces in economic 
and \aternavonal policies drvide us, we share seasitivity 
for the world of employment, the defense of the pur- 
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The parhamentary system has rediscovered nearly all its 
strength and authority. as the faithful interpreter of the 
popular will clearly expressed. It 1s now up to us. to all 
of us — certainly with greater duves for the government 
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could degenerate into dangerous slogans. and could icad 
to results opposite to the ethical. cultural. and historical 
foundations of our navon. 


not 
discussed, and not only from today, is reform of the 
state. The urge in a state as strongly centralized as ours 
to legislate on everything, to decide on everyUung and 
to govern everything from the center, from a capital 


which is the site of every decisionmaking body. is ever 
more in contrast with the neods of a complex society, 


as demonstrated in its economic. cultural, and social 
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common membership of the same navion remains strong 
We must therefore idenufy new institutional channels 
which will make it possible for the regions and for 
local autonomous bodies to completely redefine the 
decisionmaking circuit of our country We must move 
towards a major reform of the state and of the role of 
the government itself. The road to be followed is that 
of a wide-ranging wansfer of administrative functions 
from the state to the systems of the regions and local 
autonomous bodies 


paratus of convol, we will substitute a central adminis. 
tration with a coordinating and directing role. which wil! 


and clear signals of its decision to see through quickly 
these objectives. A first step in ths direction wil! be 


the innovative structure of our government team. which 
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of basx admunistrauve bodkes af the regronal and local 
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ization of service structures from their current base is 
Rome to other cities of Maly. The idea is of a diffuse 
Capital, which has been tried with success in other coun- 
tries. This is a medium-term project, which scems to us 
to be opportune and useful to sketch out af Uns pornt. 


We are referring here to the quesuons of institutional 
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and parhament. between majonty and oppowtion We 
musi remain fathful to th 


The sew italy which will be born from these reforms 
will be the Italy of autonomy, born im order to face the 
demands of the country’s real needs. We cannot agree 
with the means with which these demands for change 
have in some cases been advanced We disagree strongly 
when a wish for division ts expressed. bul we share the 
and the responsibility of all citizens can Maly's great 
problems be resolved. 


We need the smal! and medium businesses of the north 
and, above all, those of the northeast, to which my 
personal life story links me. We need the young peopic 
of the south, who are also oppressed by a centralum 


which no longer corresponds to the wish to take part 
in the construcuon of their own personal desuny 


For the government. the sorting out of the putlix 
finances, and the social development of the country. are 
as important as the reform of the state and insututional 
reform. Our coalition idenufies itself with the tradition 
of social reforms which has characterized this century 
But it recognizes its limits, and looks for new fronuers 
of solidarity and equity in a context marked by ocw 
forms of competivon and the praduction of wealth The 
government is aware that all the social gains of which 


Our economic strategy is based on beating inflaton, 
on the sorting out of the public a Counts, on imcreas- 
employment, and on the renewal of the deprived 
the country. These main policies are backed 
desire of Kaly to participate actively 
imegration. This desire will have its great. 
expression in the new single currency. the 
be created while we are in the second part of 
_ We must creda the governments which 
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came before us for the fact that Kalan public finances 
have, since 1992, set oul on a steady climb towards 
improvement. Net of interest. the state sector halance- 
sheet, and that of publx administration, have shown 
4 grea structural advance. Since 1944 public cupend 
ture has drapped in praporbon to gross domesuc prod. 
uct. Last year’s planning document of coomomics and 
finances predicted that the act dete of the pull ad. 


munistravica would reach the goal of § percent of grows 
domestic product. required by the Maastricht Treaty. hy 
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expansion was not translated into an increase in jobs; 
rather, the level of unemployment in the south increased. 
For this reason we must act against this double tendency, 
of growth which does not create work and which 
aggravates the divisions between north and south. 


The government is convinced that it is possible to 
manage our country’s resources only if we act from 
the impulse to consistently develop a market economy, 


Privatization seems to me to be an indispensable means 
to reinforce the efficiency and ability to compete of our 
businesses. But it will have to be accompanied by the 
institutions and supervisory bodies which democratic 
countries establish is such cases to protect competition 
and the rights of consumers. Alongside these objectives, 
there will be a consistent effort to modify our economy, 
not just towards the objective of enabling the financial 
and banking markets to grow, but also towards the cre- 


ation of greater transparency and stronger competition 
in these sectors. 


For this reason we invite entrepreneurs, craftsmen, 
tradesmen, farmers. to look upon the new political 
which is opening with faith and with renewed 
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Smaii businesses will be at the center of our atiention 
because only they can face the great challenge of 
creating new jobs. Within a few weeks a series of 
measures will be ready to promote the creation and 
the growth of new businesses, to support them in their 
efforts in research i 


fi 
: 


Unemployment is today the mosi important problem 


in the case of non-temporary business crises with a 
mobility fund; to create new opportunities for work 
by promoting employment in the tertiary sector; to 
launch a new environmental policy; to make more 
working patierns possible; to promote jobshares and 
part-time work; to modify and make more efficient the 
current employment agencies; to make the variation of 
working hours according to the lifestyle requirements of 
individuals possible. 

Pragmatically, through the concrete path of experimen- 
tation, we Can create great novelties, improving the liv- 
ing conditions of workers, while respecting businesses’ 
need for efficiency now that they are exposed to inter- 
nauional compeution. 

In its economic and social policy the government 
will not neglect the protection of the environment. 
Adhering to the principles expressed by the international 
community in Rio De Janeiro, we intend to put in 
place policies and instruments to pursue the objective of 
sustainable development. To this end, we must give the 
environment minister greater powers, and ensure that the 
national environmental protection agency becomes fully 
operative. In the fields of waste, water, and air, we must 
realize a rauonalizaiion of environmental regulations, 
aad return to EU norms, abandoning the traumatic 
uncertainties which we currently face on this subject. 


The lack of work is most acute in precisely in those 
regions where a focussed environment policy could be 
an extraordinary factor for development. In Italy, as 
we know, the unemployment question comcies to a 
great extent with the southern question. But we must 
not Gunk, as people have done for too long. that the 
south's problem is merely an economic one. The south 
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needs to gain faith, and the certainty that in the future it 
will still be able to count on the solidarity of the enure 
fabon. 


We believe that state management, rather than stimv- 
resources available, have ended up by suffocaung devel- 
opment. The first seed of southern society is therefore 
to have a new and responsible political class, capable 
of producing concrete results for its citizens. Much has 
been done in the past years, with great success --- and 
in the last few days... [pauses) In the south, we cannot 
obuun Uhe results we want without tenaciously contunu- 
ing the struggle against organized crime and promoung 
a culture of legality at every level. Much has been done 
in the past years with great success even in the past 
few days, and we are graicful for these successes to all 
those who daily sacnfice themselves in the fight against 
crime. We must not relax our guard. We al) know that 
investment in the south needs, will be favored by, the 
progressive defeat of the mafia culture. 


Naples, Palermo, and Barn are cities with inesumable 
cultural patrimony and artistic and historical beauties. 
The natura! beauty 1s something that | words indistinct], 
and the intelligent promouon of tounsm and agnculture 
could make them bloom and return to the splendor of 
ther goiden centuries. 

Starting now, great projects must be realized in the 
south, from telecommunications networks to create an 
environment favorable to business, to the provision of 
plumbing to all homes, the completion of road and rail 
networks, and new transport systems for metropolitan 
areas. There is much to be done. 


In reforming the labor market and professional training. 
it will also he necessary to promote agreements between 
businesses and unions, with public support, in order 
te create work im the south. It will be necessary to 
concentrate our efforts on specific areas and sectors, 
which reflect the particular needs of the south. | am 
sure that with the concrete, but not nannyish. suppor of 
the international community, the south will once more 
discover the path of development and will manage to 
recover its lost position. 


We know that Raly’s citizens ask whether we will re- 
ally succeed m making the repair of our public finances 
serve a pew straicgy of economic and employment de- 
velopment. They ask us whether this will be compati- 
Dic with the social balance, which is already showing 
great signs of tension. They ask whether we should not 
abandon the social services which are already too often 
inadequate We acknowledge these worries. we make 
them our own, but we feel adic to reassure people: We 
have already said that we will keep the tax burden un- 
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changed for two years, and we can add that reform of 
the state and financial recovery are benefits which will 
have real significance within a great strategy of social 
and civil development for the entire country. In these 
actions, the government will aspire to the principle of 
giving all citizens equal opportunites in life. And the 
renewal of the welfare state. making «t more fair and 
efficient, will be indispensabdic. 

In this area, the immediate reform of schools will be 
essential. At the center of our preaccupations are, in 
fact, the young. Alongside the millions of young people 
who successfully devote themselves to education, who 
dedicate part of their own time to voluntary activities, 
there are too many who lose faith and abandon thew 
studies. Too many young lives appear to be wasted. 
We cannot allow ths: We must invest in schools. 
in all educational systems, from vocational ones to 
universives and research institutes. 


Schools should be the nurseries of civic and social co- 
existence, a place where everyone learns to live together 
with others, with respect for the rules, awareness of the 
limuts, and therefore of normal behavior. Is a county's 
schools do not work, it has no future. 


We therefore commit ourselves to constructing educa- 
tional institutions in harmony with their localities and 
with the most advanced culture of our mes, which 
can reasonably demand maximum commutment from 
the young, and which can prepare them socially for a 
healthy future in a Cooperative environment. In this con- 
text, our policy will be to develop the fullest decentral- 
izaion, with greater involvement of regions, provinces 
and communes, following methods which guarantee the 
autonomy of schools and of their insututions. [passage 
omitted} 


The management of vocational courses will also be 
delegated to the regions, allowing broad involvement 
of schools, universities, businesses, private bodies, and 
non-profit organizations, as happens in the techmcal and 
vocational schools of northern Europe 


Regarding universities, we aim to guarantee and accen- 
tuate thei autonomy, with a large increase in the number 
of those graduating. Courses and entry mechanisms will 
be diversifies, and we will aim for the greatest possible 
apphcavon of effective means to assess research. 


School is for the young, but we cannot forget the roie 
and the responsitility of teachers. to whom not only 
do we owe our gratitude for the difficult work they do, 
but to whom we must warmly appeal to be the real 
motor of the great renewal of our country. The level of 
decentralizahon of responsitility will be great in Italy's 
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sew schools, but the feeling that this i a precious asset 
for everyone must be as great. 

Our schools must therefore be a great common public 
system, because it is at the service of the enure 
community. But as our program says, we must provide 


the creativity of individuals and of the enure county. It 
is extraordinary to think that 60 percent of the artustic 
treasures of the world are in our country. We must value 
them, and display them to Europe and to the whole 


i 


To maintain a high level of social solidarity is in imper- 
ative of civilization. I have always said, and | repeat it 
here, that the welfare state 1s the greatest achievement 
of the Twentieth Century, It is truce, however, that the 
social between Italians must be redefined. It must be 
ee 
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is is @ Vast subject, on which | will limit myself to 
the that interest us and the principles of 
scarcity of resources must not work 
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to the organization of work and of working 
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give great attention to family policy, as the 
not only the elementary building block of so- 
also an economic force. We have penalized 
heavily a social adhesive which has allowed and al- 
lows our country to face the most difficult moments and 
the most dangerous situavons The family is burdened 
with tensions and difficulues which must he attenuated 
by social policies which are more allentive to its needs 
on the level of taxation aad the provision of services. 


The government and | personally are very aware of 
the centrality of the family, and for this reason we 
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do not consider the family to be specific area of the 


ministers, each within his own field of competence, and 

above all the prime minister. 

Certainly, the minister for social solidanty has special 
in this area. But the family will be the 


fundamental focus of our actions, around which the 
policies of numerous ministries will be coordinated. 


For the social services, we aim to create a framework 
which will guarantee the realization of an adequaic 
network of structures, and which will be inspired 
by the goal of a social state which is everybody's 
common home, poor or otherwise, which will establish 
a balance between universal services and the adoption 
of selective criteria. Maybe there is no other sector more 
importam than this network, linked to localities and 
locally managed in order to identify the needs, demands 
and areas for intervention. 


Kt is right that in the provision of social services 
significant space is allowed to private individuals and 
above all to private organizations. Our attention to 
the problems of health, to the needs of the weakest 
and of immigrants and marginalized people, is not an 
abstract proposal but a daily reference point for our 
government's activities. 

Furthermore, the state cannot give up on being close 
to its Citizens, onenting their behavior and disciplining 
their choices when health touches the terrible subjects 
of the right to life and the right to death. The right to 
research and the right to treatment cannot be manipu- 
lated in thew essential characteristics. 


Our efforts towards renewing Italian society will have 
their natural crowning moment in the commitment we 
have made to guarantee justice to all citizens. This is 
a task which, even more than the commitment of the 
judiciary and of the forces of law and order, demands 
& general civil action to promote a culture of legality at 
every level. This country needs legality and justice, and 
in facing the delicate question of justice, a fundamental 
requirement for civil coexistence in our Communities, 
I feel | must pay homage to our magistrature and to 
the forces of law and order for the commitment with 
which they have always carried out their functions, and 
in particular for the great role they have performed in 
the past few difficull years. 


The government knows well how much the whole 
country owes its judges for the commitment with 
which they have fought organized crime and widespread 
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We will therefore be asking parliament to help us to 
achieve a more rational and modern distribution of 
roles and of personnel across the country, rationalizing 
the structure of the judiciary and establishing a prison 
system with differentiated circuits for sanitary and 


policy and national defense. Yet this is a choice that 
derives from a conviction, the conviction that putting 
our own house in order is the condition for our 
country being able to play with authority and efficiency 
the role which it aspires to have in the world. The 
principle that guides us, in looking at international 
events and interacting with these, is the predominance 
of the values of integration over nationalism. There are 
tragic warning signs, and the developments which the 
Yugoslav question has had in the last few years. And 
a part of this philosophy, of this perspective, which 
is Our greatest priority, is given to Europe. We are 
committed to seeing that an all-encompassing political 


monetary union. What we are talking about is the 
adoption by everybody of thew own foreign and security 


presence on the continent musi, in fact, be maintained, 
and the common effort will be aimed at transforming 
[word indistinct} NATO into a military tool available 


to the United States and to the emerging pan-European 
security structure. 


As one of the fundamental and delicate relations with 
the whole world, | would like here to recall the great 


{words indistinct) threats from outside. It is also to 
give a contribution to backing for peace, stability, and 
international lawfulness. In this Context, we must press 
ahead with the creation of a new defense model as a 
military tool that is highly integrated with that of our 
European and Atlantic allies. We will define the terms 
of a mixed system of recruitment which will also be 
connected with plans to create a new type of service 
to the country, so that our young people are obliged 
to spend a period of time committed to the community. 
But they will also be able to make a free choice between 
civilian and military service. In this respect I now pay 
my respects, in the name of the government, [word 
indistinct] also to express feelings in this assembly, to 
our soldiers on duty in Bosnia for peace, and to armed 
forces personnel engaged on peace missions in several 
other parts of the worid. 


Honorable members of the Senate, within the limits of 
time, and with the oversights that are part and parcel of 
any policy statement, oversights for which | apologize 
to you, I have laid out the guidelines of the government 
which I lead, and which is preparing to ask for your 
vote of confidence. | want to limit myself to a few very 
short concluding remarks. This is a moment of great 
hope for our country. We have before us prospects and 
opportunities which perhaps there have never been in 
the past. We must al! share responsibility for this — 
government, the majority coalition, and the opposition. 
We want to build, in the most transparent and fair way 
possible, relations with the opposition. Of all of us, it 
is only we who have the duty to govern, but we all 
have responsibility for the successful working of the 
institution. Therefore none of us can step back from 
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the task which is before us. This government is built 
on a great hope, that of strengthening the unity of the 
country, of bringing it to a higher level of daily life, and 


. 
international markets and of building a phase of stability 
and renewal for our society. We must do everything 


must come to terms with the public balance-sheet by 
tightening our belts, but we will be able to find the road 
to invest in this decisive sector. The Italy which we want 
to take into the next millennium will be fully European, 
integrated into the Union which we want to see bigger 
and more united, and which will be able to carry out, 
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with authority, its mission to promote human nghts and 
world peace. These ai > high goals and nobie intenuons. 
We therefore ask the collaboration of ali, majonty and 
Opposition parties, but without this leading to confusion 
over parts and roles. We ask the help of the great 
institutions of this Republic — from the President of the 
Republic to the sovereign parliament, to the autonomous 
power of the magistracy. Finally, we turn to the citizens 
of Italy, to the thousands of women and men who are 
our people, with a message of hope and faith Honorable 
members of the Senate, do not think of the vote of 
confidence which I am asking for my government as 
a purely formal act, a rite to be consummated in an 
automatic, cold way. I ask for loyalty and collaboration. 
I ask for the culture of cooperation, and not thal of 
conflict. For my part, | do not want to wear myself out 
in the corndors of the prime minister's office. | want to 
stamp my government not with love of power but with 
the desire to serve Italy. | certainly do not aspire to a 
place as one of history's great strategists of power. | 
only wish to help my country with simplicity, honesty, 
and clarity. But let nobody think that this 1s the same 
thing as weakness. Mr. Speaker, honorable women and 
men of the Senate, I ask for your vote of confidence 
for my government so that it might, in the next five 
years, make Italy bigger and more worthy than ever in 
its history. Thank you. 
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Portugal: Sousa Franco Contests EU Report on 
Public Deficit 


BR2005125596 Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS 
in Portuguese 16 May 96 p 30 


[Report by Rudolfo Rebelo: “Brussels Will Fall Short 
of Forecasts” | 

{[FBIS Translated Text] According to the European 
Commission's calculations, Portugal will fail to join the 
first group of Monetary and Economic Union (EMU). 
The Portuguese economy will grow by 2.3 percent this 
year — a good deal above the Community average, put 
at 1.5 percent — but that is not enough for opening 
champagne bottles. The worst thing for Portugal is the 
figures given by the spring report for the public deficit, 
comtested by Sousa Franco. 


This year, according to the first biannual report, pub- 
lished by the European Commission yesterday, the 
deficit in the state's annual accounts will be 4.4 percent, 
as against the 4.2 percent projected by Sousa Franco's 
ministry and 0.1 percent above what was forecast in the 
Portuguese program of convergence for the single cur- 
rency. 


The scenario outlined by Brussels for 1997 with respect 
to the deficit could not be worse for Portugal's aspira- 
tions. It definitely leaves the country outside the single 
currency. As against the 3 percent necessary for joining 
the group of countries which will use the Euro, the Eu- 
ropean Commission gives 3.7 percent, forecasting that 
the economy will grow by 2.8 percent. If that is the case, 
Portugal will fail to join the first group by 0.7 percent, 
that difference representing a deficit of just under 100 
billion escudos in absolute terms. 


“The European Commission's forecasts have never been 
so close to those of the Portuguese Governmeni,” 
Finance Minister Sousa Franco remarked to DIARIO 
DE NOTICIAS a the end of yesterday afternoon, 
displaying optimism and pointing out that “it is not the 
Commission which says that Portugal will be outside 
EMU.” “It is a sterile argument. Forecasts can even be 
made every 15 days and are worth whal they are worth,” 
he stated, referring to the 2.3 percent for Portuguese 
growth for 1996. “That figure is very close to the lower 
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range defined by the government,” he said, referring to 
the 2.75-3.0 percent range contained in the state budget. 


But the official reaction came in a communique, kept 
in the Finance Ministry's drawers, 10 minutes after the 
publication in Brussels of the European Commission's 
estimates. With respect to the deficit for this year, the 
minister stated that Brussels did not fully take into ac- 
count “the saving in the payment of interest on the pub- 
lic dett” resulting from the fall in interest rates. “More- 
over,” the communique states, “the implemeniation of 
the budget in the first four months of the year lies fully 
within the safety limits, and that is a reasonable basis 
for the 4.2 percent deficit’s being achieved.” Trying to 
play down the Community forecasts for investment — 
around | percent below what has been forecast by - 
government — the ministry states that the Commission 
based itself on the National Statistics Institute's figures 
for last October; election time, “adversely influencing 
aml responses with respect to the government's 
i 


The European Commission's forecast for private con- 
sumption, essential to economic recovery, received the 
same treatment. “The 11 percent increase in car sales in 
the first quarter” and the figures relating to the increase 
in disposable income and the fall in interest rates “point 
to a more significant recovery by consumers,” the com- 
munique states. 


But Sousa Franco's reaction at a dinner with hundreds 
of businessmen in Oporto on the previous day already 
showed some irritation at the European Commission's 
economic forecasts. Acquainted in advance with these 
economic projections, the minister stood by the gov- 
ernment’s projections for growth in the 2.5-3.0 percent 
range. 


Deferring the economy's final performance to the sec- 
ond half of the year, he went on the counterattack and 
blamed the EU for the current crisis in the Old Conti- 
nent's economy. “The ultraliberal stance in the negotia- 
tions with GATT and the globalization of the economy 
are the cause of the EU's current economic situation,” 
he asserted. 
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currently pitting the United States against the other 
countries, especially Japan (Cuba's leading creditor and 
the country which has (he biggest interest in not seeing 
the island's economy go under), Canada (the new OECD 


submitted a report to Bill Clinton with the names of 36 
Spanish firms targeted for “sanctions.” 
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Protective Measures 


Given this situation, on Moaday [20 May] afternoon 
Guillermo Gortazar, People’s Party deputy and Cuban 
affairs expert, made a number of urgent requests for 
measures to Counter the Helms-Burton Law. These mea- 


23 May 1996 
sures are aimed af businesses which specialize in in- 
vesting in Cuba. The Spanish Government is exam- 
ining three types of measures to safeguard the inier- 
ests of Spanish investors in Cuba: protection, defense, 
and reprisal measures. The protective measures sock 

The 


i 
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They include broadening the cover offered by invest- 
ment policies for damage resulting from the applica- 
tion of foreign laws. Next there is the so-~<alled Oblig- 
atory Diplomatic Protection, through which the Span- 
ish Government will take up lawsuits targeting Spanish 
businesses in Cuba based on complaints lodged by the 
United States. In other words, it will not be the U.S. 
Administration versus a Spanish company, but the US. 
Administration versus the Spanish administravion. Last, 
there will be a blocking law, already in force in Canada, 
under which investors who stop investing in Cuba duc 
to the application of a law by a third country shall be 
subject to prison sentences. Thus the company — in a 
hypothetical court case in the United States — would 
argue that “it is obliged” to invest by its country’s law. 


Reprisal 


The third kind of law, and the kind which requires the 
agreement of all countries, is reprisals. These include: 
prohibiting the U.S. plainuff from entering the country, 
subsequently filing a suit against the said piainuff; and 
prohibiting the plainuff from investing in the country. 


Spain: Matutes, Portugal's Gama on Water Treaty, 
EMU, NATO 

BR2105131396 Madrid EFE in Spanish 

1302 GMT 20 May % 


[Unattnbuted report: “Spain and Portugal To Sign 
Convention on Water Resources This Year") 


[PBIS Translated Text] Madrid, 20 May (EFE) — By 
the end of the year Spain and Portugal will have signed a 
Convention On water resources to regulate the use of the 
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water of certain rivers flowing through both countries. Spaim: Reto oa Labor Talks, Deficit, Maastricht 
During the first day of Portuguese President Jorge 205125596 Madrid ABC in Spanish 19 May 96 
Sampaio's state visit to Spain, Foreign Ministers Abel pp 12-15 - May 
Matutes and Jaime Gama had the opportunity to m.. ~ 

and confirm, at a news conference, that the convention —_—{ Interview with Economy and Finance Minister Rodrigo 
will be signed by the end of the year, probably on the = Ratio by Isabel San Sebastian; place and date not 
occasion of the next bilateral summit. 
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given: “The Government Is Aware That To Meet the 


European Challenges We Have Only 18 Months — 
Spain's Countdown Will Not Be Stopped”) 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) (passage omitted) 


Employment 


[San Sebastian) In the light of this first phase of talks, 
what are the hopes that employers and trade unions will 
reach a stable job creation agreement? 


[Rato}] In recent years agreements between employers 
and trade unions have been a very positive reality and 
have clarified issues regarding mediation, arbitration, 
safety at work, and so on. There is a clear desire today 
to hold talks and there are areas of agreement. We are 
all starting from the shared idea that Spain needs to be 


part of the European process, and that is very important. 


{San Sebastian] Would you hazard a guess as to 
the number of jobs that will be created during this 
legislative session? 


and which can make medium-term decisions. Secondly, 
it needs a budgetary restraint and stability policy that 
will make it possible to cut interest rates and create 
a realistic exchange rate for the peseta. In addition, it 
needs a parliamentary majority thal wants to carry out 
structural reforms. Lastly, it needs a climate of social 
dialogue. All of that is happening now, so what we have 
to do is create the conditions for sustained economic 
growth, which is a prerequistte for job creation. 

[San Sebastian) Is the government thinking of introduc- 
ing any reforms on the labor market, as requested by 
the employers? 


[Rato] The employers have not asked the government 
for anything along those lines. For its part, the govern- 
mem thinks that the conditions for improving stability 


in employment must emerge from the social dialogue. 


[San Sebastian} Does that involve legislative reforms, 
or not? 














{San Sebastian} What if the social partners fail to reach 
an agreement, as was the case in France and Germany? 


{Rato} We in Spanish society, the social partners, and 
the government itself are aware that there is a problem 


with the precariousness of jobs, which must be tackled 
right away. All sides have expressed a desire to tackle 
that. 


Social Security Pensions 


[San Sebastian) Professor Barea, the recently appointed 
director of the Budget Control Office, is in trouble now 
because he said that when the Toledo Pact takes effect 
pensions which are calculated in accordance with the 
new system will suffer cutbacks, that is right, is it not? 


[Rato] The Toledo Pact says that the relationship 
between what is paid into a pension and how much 
is drawn out must be reconsidered, but that has to be 
debated. 


[San Sebastian] Is the pact not signed yet? 
{Rato] The general principles are signed, but it must be 
developed now. 


[San Sebastian} And when will it be developed? 
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some of therm should be reviewed. 
[San Sebastian] Will this review affect deductions for 
housing or health costs? 


{Rato} No. 


{San Sebastian] Will taxes be lowered during this 
legisiative session, as was promised during the election 
campaign’ 

{Rato] The limits of that promise lie in the evolution 
of the government deficit, but our intention is not just 
to lower them but to modify them. Above all, we are 
going to tackle one of the serious problems in Spanish 
society: tax fraud. 


[San Sebastian} When and how” 


[Rato) Immediately. The secretary of state for finance is 
implementing a sweeping plan to fight fraud and the new 
appointees at the Tax Agency have been given orders 
to that effect. 


{San Sebastian) How will household saving be encour- 
aged? 

[Rato) By changing the income tax, by cutting marginal 
rates, and by encouraging savings in pension and 
investment funds, and reviewing the criteria for capital 
gains. 

“Black Holes” 

[San Sebastian] First there was the agriculture minister, 
who reported a “gap” of 26 billion pesetas in his 
department. Then there was the labor minister, who 
pointed to another half a trillion in social security. 
And lastly there was the European Commussion, which 
noted a deficit of 300 billion more than the amount 
acknowledged by the former government. How many 
more holes are we going to find? What is the true site 
of the realm’s accounts? 


{Rato} The Council of Ministers has agreed to charge the 
secretary of state for budgets with the task of assessing 
what are technically called “unacknowledged liatlivies” 
and in everyday language “holes.” We are doing this 
right now and at this point in time | would not like 
to alarm or calm anyone. In any case, that is nothing 
new. Let us not forget that in 1993, the Ministry headed 
by Pedro Solbes showed dets of billions of pesctas 
in the National Employment Institute [INEM] and in 
INSALUD, boosting the government deficit above 7 
percent when the forecast was 3 percent. We will 
sec. After all there is also the possibility that. via the 
indeMedness of state-owned companies. the government 
has a det that is bigger than forecast, as may clearly 
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Sebastian} Do you think that that will be the case” 


] | Gumk that they will appear for past years, and 
for this year. But | would not like to focus on 
1 thunk that at this ime the development of the 
will depend on the pace of revenues. 


HL 


[Rato)} Spain's countdown will not be stopped. The 
minutes are ticking by, inexorably. 


(San Sebastian) Is the government aware thai Maastncht 
will not stop us countdown for Spain’ 


[Rato}] The government is fully aware that when it 
comes to tackling the European challenges which we 
have ahead of us we have 18 months and that none of 
these months has SO days in it. 


[San Sebastian} Will your nationalist partners support 
you im the adjustment policy which must be imple- 
mented to meet the convergence criteria, 90 matter how 
high the political and social cost of the adjustments’ 


[Rato] That is the agreement we have. Bul public 
oprmmon should not be told thai we are facing unbearabic 


costs. What Spain has to do — via an austerity policy 
approved cut of 200 billion im the 


| 


SPAIN 7 


[San Sebastian) This government has been criticized a 
great deal for not explaining this cutback of 200 billion 
pesetas. Can you say what exactly has been cut into” 


[Rato}] | am surprised that the last government cut 
out 800 billion in January using the same sysiem and 
nobody asked it where it made the cuts. In any case, 
we have done the same thing that was done in January. 
Lt., we sent a letter to cach minister showing them the 
areas in which the cuts had to be applied (purchases of 
goods and services, current transfers, investments, and 
transfers of capital) and giving them until June to tell 
us where exactly they would apply those cuts. 


[San Sebastian} Will there be more cuts’ 


[Rato] The secretary of state for the budget is monitor- 
ing the development of the 1996 budget on a monthly 
basis, and the government is goung to have weekly infor- 
mation. But considerable budgetary efforts have already 
been made a. 1 future developments will depend above 
all on the pace of incoming revenue. 


Privatizations 


{San Sebastian] Under these conditions, is it advisable 
to speed up the privauzation process to obtain additional 
revenue? 


[Rato) The privatizations — already highly accelerated 
by the last government, even during the clection cam- 
paign, in a process that is really surprising in any West- 
ern country — will be carried through. We have an- 
nounced a privatization plan. We have made it public, 
something which the last government never did. We 
want a transparent debate and we are going to conunue 
with it in an orderly fashion, while keeping in touch 
with the social partners in an effort to include work- 
fs in privatized companies among the central core of 
shareholders. 


{San Sebasuan) Something cise which Professor Barea 
recommended, and which seems to enjoy the suppor 
of some of your Catalan colleagues. is to privatize all 
public companies which can be privatized and close 
down those which cannot. Does the government intend 
to follow that advice’ Will it close Hunosa or Ensidesa” 


[Rato) | am not gomg to make a statement on somebody 
cise’s statement. | learned that lesson very carly on 


{San Sebastian) Fine, but forget Barea and answer the 
question please. 


[Rato}) The answer to the second question is no. We are 
not gong to close loss-making companies which can- 
amt be privauzed. The government intends to restruc- 
ture and hold a dialogue with the social partners so thai 
compames which are dependent on the State Industrial 
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(San Sebastian) Will ail the administrators be replaced” 
(Rato) We are looking into what cach of them posivons 
is and | think that renewal is a good thing in companies 
im general 

[San Sebastian) Aad suppose the trade unions respond 
to the government's privatizations with demonstravons. 
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and all for one.” And if this message is to be credible, 
our security Must Continue to rest on transatlantic Coop- 
cration and the U.S. guarantee to Europe. Al the same 
ume, there must be a more even distribuvion of the bur- 
den between the European and US. parts of NATO. We 


toward NATO will help ensure that this actually hap- 
pens. 


internal security in Western Europe has not been 
NATO's assignment. The peace among the democracies 


and mutual dependency. Here organizations like the 
OSCE [Organization for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe}, the Council of Europe, the OBCD, and EFTA 
(European Pree Trade Association), but above all the 
EC and now the EU have played the major roles. 
Employment, the environment, and social welfare — 
these are the guarantees for civilian security. When the 
division into blocs has disappeared, it is the EU which 
can make the greatest contribution to ensuring economa 
development, democracy, and social welfare in an open 
Europe. 


The EU will start membership negotiations with its 
many applicant countries after the Intergovernmental 
Conference which will be concluded some time in 1997 
In the mew century we can envisage an EU of 20-25 
members. This will make Europe a more secure part of 
the world. 


We must also see NATO's new mission and role 
in the context of the Western European cooperauon 
network being opened up to the new democracies. Al the 
alliances summit in January 1944 we took two historic 
decisions regarding NATO's contribution to stability in 


Pret, we launched the Partnership for Peace (PIP) 
Russia and the countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 
yes even Sweden and Finland. were invited to Cooperate 





NATO continues to exist because the alliance has not 
stood still. We have left the Cold War threat scenario 
behind. NATO's new general secretary, Javier Solana, 
described some of the changes in Oslo last week: “Since 
the Cold War our military forces have been reduced by 
3 percent, U.S. forces in Burope have been reduced 
by 60 percent, and the sumber of nuclear weapons by 
0 percent. We have no — I repeal ‘no’ — nuclear 
weapons on European soil. And we have no plans to 
change Uns — 

We still need NATO. The new age's threats to Buropean 
security and stability come primarily from aggressive 
nationalism and ethnic conflicts. The experience from 
the Balkans in the last few years bas shown how 
important it is that NATO should also become involved 
in relation to this type of threat. Today's fragile peace 
im Bosnia would not have been possible without active 
a 
NATO. 

The international community has learned by tal and 
ara im Ge former Yugoslavia. NATO is the only 
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show cach other our cards, so thal everyone sees 
learns that NATO means security and cooperation 
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resuk of our membership of the EU, but that is totally of conflicts, as was the case in Yugoslavia. [passage 
false. Personally | think that once our finances have been = omitted] 

set straight and the European economy has improved 

then public opinion will change. Sweden: Fimance Minister Opposes Having 
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eliminate the bureaucracy” How can the Swedes benefit 
from the EU? Why is the Union so inefficient in certain 


domains? Employment, for example. 


(Debove] But don’t the divisions risk reappearing in 
Sweden over the issue of Economic and Monetary 
Union [EMU]? 


(Persson) Fortunately we stil) have a little ume ahead 
of us. We want to be in a situation where we can form 
of the first group — if we do decide to join EMU, 
is. Parliament will make that decision toward the 
of l 
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even more balanced in the future than is required by the 
Maastricht convergence criteria! 


[Debove] What are Sweden's priorities for the review 


of the Treaty of Maastricht by the intergovernmental 
Conference (1OC]? 
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BR2305110096 Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER 
in Swedish 21 May 96 p A7 


[Report by Dick Ljungberg: “Asbrink’s Faith in EMU 
Remains”) 

{FBIS Translated Text) There are very strong reasons 
for the decision shout whether Sweden should join 
European Monetary Union to be made in the Riksdag, 
at some time in the fall of 1997. Finance Minister Erik 
Asbtrink said this in the Riksdag on Monday [20 May). 
thereby rejecting the increasingly vociferous calls for a 
referendum. 


In a “Debate” article published in last Sunday's DA- 
GENS NYHETER four leading Euro-skeptics from the 
Social Democratic Party wrote that any attempt by the 
government to force through membership without hold- 
ing a referendum would be “political suicide.” 

The Center Party has long been calling for a referendum 
Om monctary union, and at the vote in just under a 
month the party is expected to say a clear no to 
membership (just like the Left Party, the Green Ecology 
Party, and the Christian Democratic Community Party). 
ht was Andreas Carigren, Center Party second deputy 
chairman, who asked the finance minister questions on 
Monday about the risks of monetary union. 


On Schedule 


Erik Asbrink is convinced that the so-called third phase 
of EMU will be carried through on schedule — in 
other words, in 1999 — and that Swoden's chances 
for influencing this over the next few years are almost 
nonexistent. 


The risks of monetary union Andreas Carigren sees 
include the centralization of monetary policy decisions, 
a coordinated financial policy, and growing demands for 
subsidies: 


“Instead of the EU as a tool for peace which grows in 
breadth, we risk a great power structure which grows 
in height as a result of the ever increasing number of 
supranational decisions, he said. warning agains! a new 
wall through Burope. 


Andreas Carigren did not think that in his response Enk 
Asbrink had taken the risks scrously. 


“If he wants so little from something that could mean so 
much, then surely the conclusion must be that Sweden 
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should not join monetary union because we cannot 
influence it,” Carigren said. 


Tough Balance 


Erik Asbrink does not regard a referendum as out of the 
question if every situavon. 


“But we have a parliamentary democracy and thal means 
the Riksdag makes decisions. This applies not least to 
major questions with tough balances which have to be 
struck which can hardly be decided by a simple yes or 
no as you have in referendums,” the finance minister 
said. 


He advocated caution in calling for referendums on one 
issue after another, his justification being that any other 
approach would be undemocratic or demonstrate a lack 
of respect for the will of the people. 


“Think through what consequences there 


dangerous 
might ultimately be if decisions in Sweden's Riksdag 
are portrayed as in any way undemocratic,” he warned. 


NORDIC COUNTRIES s3 


Andreas Carigren said the Social Democrats’ view was 
thai the Riksdag should not decide the question by itself, 
but that the Social Democratic congress in the fall of 
1997 should also have a say. 


“We must then put the question why the delegaics al 
the Social Democratic congress should have a say in 
making the decision but not the Swedish people,” he 
said, addding: 
“We are not calling for referendums on one question 
after another. Membership of monetary union is one of 
the biggest issues on which Sweden has had to reach a 
decision on, at least as important as the EU membership 
about which we held a referendum.” 
A constitutional decision made in the Riksdag before 
and after the 1998 election without the people being 
given a decisive chance to influence the issue of 
ip themselves would trigger a political row 
ing the democratic premises for the decision, 
Andreas Carigren said. 
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the Greek majority (82 
the Turkish-Cypricot minority (18 percent). 
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problem, aad the north is once again integrated within 
this republic, then it will enjoy the same status as the 
rest of the country.” 

Cyprus would rather gladly see the EU play a more 
active role in secking a solution, alongside the United 
States, which recently announced an initiative. “Europe 
has every advantage in helping to find a fundamental so- 
lution for the matter now,” the minister says. “Because 
if a weak solution is found, and there is trouble after- 
wards, than the Union will share in the consequences.” 
Cyprus does not want to hear of one thing: A linking 
of Cypriot membership to a soluuon for the problems 
between Athens and Ankara. On 6 Mar 1995 Cyprus’s 
membership and the signing of a customs union between 
the EU and Turkey were on the negotiating table 
together. “Since then it has been a question of two 
different matiers. Why should Cyprus, an independent 
state, have to suffer for the lack of progress in an issue 
which is not ours?” he says. 


Cyprus’ Leaders Discuss UN, U.S. on Cyprus Issue 
NC2305122096 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 

1030 GMT 23 May 96 

[FBIS Translated Text) President Glavkos Kiindhis said 
today that the Butrus-Ghali set of ideas is not on the 
negotiating table. The president noted that during his 
contacts so far he has not discussed or seen anyone 
raise the set of ideas. He added: Nobody can tell what 
will happen if others raise the issue. President Klindhis 
stressed: The set of ideas is not the basis on which the 
Greek Cypriot side seeks a Cyprus solution. 


He noted that the strategy to be followed at his meeting 
with President Bill Clinton in Washingion next month 
has been decided upon. He said no list was prepared on 
the topics to be discussed but noted that the topics will 
certainly include demilitarization, the withdrawal of the 
occupation troops, and guarantees. The president also 
reiterated that our position remains that, unless views 
converge on these aspects, then 1 will be very difficult 
to find a Cyprus solution. 


Government spokesman loannis Kasoulsdhis also made 
& statement today on the Butrus-Ghali set of ideas, 
assuring that netther at President Klindhis’ meeting with 
U.S. Ambassador Richard Boucher nor at any carlier 
meeting between them was the Butrus-<Ghali set of 
ideas mentioned. Kasoulidhis reiterated that both the 
Butrus-Ghali set of ideas and the confidence-building 
measures merely constitute poimts of reference and 
recalled the recent confirmation by the five Security 
Council permanent members that efforts are focusing 
on the substance of the Cyprus issue 
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Foreign Minister Alekos Mikhailidhis said there is no 
link between Butrus-Ghali's meetings with President 
Kliridhis and with Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf Denktas. 


The Turkish Cypriot papers report today that Rauf 


invi 
accepted by Rauf Denktas. According to the same 


New York was in May 1993, when he and President 
Kliridhis discussed Varosha in the presence of Butrus- 
Ghali. 


Cyprus: Parties’ Positions on Cyprus issue 
Reported 


NC2105134096 Nicona O FILELEVTHEROS 
in Greet 12 May 9% po 


[Repart by Andreas Khaimkinakos} 


(FBIS Translated Text} In the 1996 parliamentary elec- 
tions the Cyprus issue might not be at the center of in- 
terest as it once was but the clection programs of some 
parties include new positions. This is especially signifi- 
cant given that these positions, which reject the bizonal, 
bicommunal federal solution pursued thus far, are not 
lumited to the newly formed political parties but also 
affect the established parties. 


You may have beard of tig differences among DIS! 
[Democratic Rally), AKEL [Restorative Party of the 
Working People}, ADISOK [Democratic Socialist Re- 


CYPRUS ss 


newal Movement}, and KED [Free Democrats Move- 
meni}, but the real differences—as seen in their cam- 
paign programs—are minor and concern not the final 
goal, but the tactics tha! must be followed. All four par- 
ues still support a bicommunal, bizonal federation based 
on the summit agreements and the UN Security Council 
resolutions and respect for human righis. 


DIKO accepts a federal solution but its position (“a 
necessary prerequisite to accept such a solution would 
be to restore national mixed areas in Cyprus”) creates 
a question as to whether the federation that would be 
accepted is bicommunal, bizonal, and as provided for 
in the summit agreements (Spiros Kiprianou signed the 
second agreement adopting the first one). So DIKO 
stresses: “Under the circumstances the only solution that 
will reunite our country, wil! allow for the populations to 
mix, will rid Turkey of any excuse to maintain Turkish 
troops in Cyprus, and will cancel the partitioning line is 
a FEDERAL solution. (The capitalization is included in 
DIKO's political program). Yet the same program notes: 
“We aiso accept a regime of functional federation, where 
the wish of the majority will prevail over the minority.” 


Farewell to the Federation 


The newly formed parues—New Horizons and the Ecol- 
ogists/ Environmentalists—are clearly against the fed- 
eration. The socialist party EDEK (United Democratic 
Union of Cyprus) believes that “an attempt to impose a 
partitioning solution 1s being made under the cover of a 
bicommunal, bizonal federation” and supports that “the 
solution must be based on a single area and state.” The 
appearance of New Horizons and its position on a “re- 
turn to the reasoning of a single state,” as this was cre- 
ated by the 1960 Constitution, has indisputably created 
the need for some of the existing parties, which never 
felt comfortable with the bizonal, communal federa- 
tion, to staf expressing new antifederal positions. The 
Ecologists are handling the Cyprus issue with a new ap- 
proach and in a manner different from that followed by 
the established parties. Instead of the “racist’—as they 
consider it-— federal system, they propose an immedi- 
aie democracy, implemented by decentralizing the State 
and transferring a senes of authorities to local self ad- 
mua nistrations 


Where We Stand Today 


The greatest disagreement among the parties thai sup- 
port the bizonal, communal federation occurs in their 
evaluation of the current phase of the Cyprus issuc 
DIS! supports that President Giavkos Klindhis disen- 
paged our side from “those points in the Butrus-Chali 
set of sdeas that were negative. According to the pov. 
cerning party, this was achieved while Turkey was icf 
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exposed, without any pressure on our side, and with to the informal or secret talks. New Horizons is even 
the EU and US. interest upgraded. DIS! considers the more categorical. Not only docs it assert thal “we are al 
EU decision (during Kiiridhis’ term) to begin accession a tragic deadlock today.” but also claims (some would 
talks to be excellent. Remarkably, DISI's program does say they are making dangerous statements) thai the pol- 
not refer to the informal and secret talks held in 1994 _—s icy of the parties that propose a bizonal, bicommunal 
and 1995 federation is leading to “Cyprus” breakup, to the corro- 
Just like DISI, DIKO agrees that “the policy followed 0" 484 rupture of the state's sovereignty, 
now by President Kliridhis—taising the need to find The Ecologists are making a historical review of the 
common ground before talks—is correct.” According to Cyprus issue since 1974, looking at the problem through 
party, Spiros Kiprianou suggested this 4 completely different lens than the other parties. They 
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proposal recalls the informal and secret talks. 1 makes 
no reference to the set of ideas. 


The Free Democrats Movement emphasizes an unprece- 
dented step backwards on the Cyprus issue and accuses 
Presidem Kliridhis of “abandoning the correct and effec- 
tive policy that was followed” during Yeoryios Vasil- 
iou's presidency. ADISOK, the other party thai believes 
“a federal solution is the only option available to re- 


iti 
Ht 
ede 
ATLL 
jikie 
iii! 
Hit: 


}! 
| 


consider the invasion and occupation “the greatest crime 
against our country’s environment” and criticize the 
moves made during the past two decades because 
“accepting the territorial partition based on nationality 
constitutes the essence of nauonal parution.” 


The Coafidence-Building Measures 


The current position of the parties on the confidence- 
building measures (CBM's}—three years after being 
born, causing a great reaction, dying, and being buried 
or becormng ghosts—-is especially interesung. DIS! be- 
lieves there are no CBM's since it makes no reference 
to this issue under the NATIONAL section in its Polit- 
ical Proposals. Cogoverning party DIKO believes “the 
CBM's and the recent UN and U.S. proposals ... [ellipsis 
as published) are nothing other than the practical exten- 
sion and attempt to implement the Ghali set of ideas” It 
is well known that the party considers the set of ideas as 
“destructive.” EDEK takes a similar approach, but indi- 
rectly criucizes DIKO—as a government parucipant— 
for the CBM's “which essentially violate basic nights 
is strongly against the CBM's and even expresses the 
concern that “there is a serious danger that the CBM's 
the issue from a different point of view saying that the 
CBM's reinforced the deviation of the Cyprus issue, but 
for the following reason: “Focusing the building of trust 
between the two communities on the promouon of eco- 
nomic Cooperation has opened up the prospect of acuon 
by various opportunisis from both sides.” In its “Ten 


does not even refer to the CBM's 


No matter how strange it seems, AKEL is somewhere 
in the middie regarding the CBM's. It criticizes the 
goverament that by accepting the CBM's package. 
specifically the provision for the reopening of the 
airport, “there is a real danger of de facto recognition 
of the pseudostate.” It foresees some danger of the 
“advanced” CBM's becoming the Cyprus solution, but 
it leaves a small window, since it appears to accept 
the implementation of even advanced CBM's on the 
condition that “there will be progress in the substance 
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governing) since it believes it is successful: 
strating good will for a solution; continuing the Euro- 


pare an enlightenment plan; we must cultivate a spirit 
of unity and struggling: and we must reinforce the Na- 
onal Council institution. 

AKEL's recipe to “stop the course toward a parutioning 
solution” is the following: Reconfirm our side's 1989 
proposals; return to a “multidimensional aggressive 
policy in the international area;” stop “g*zing passively 
at initiatives by third parties,” and return the Cyprus 
issue to the UN framework since AKEL believes the 
“successive U.S. initiatives are leading to a deviation.” 


ADISOK's approach is somewhat different. ADISOK 
believes “our side not only must not stop but, on the 
contrary, encourage initiatives by various countries,” 
since it believes the Greek Cypriot side does not have 
the luxury or the facility to “refuse invitations by the 
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Cyprus: Details on Cypriot Parties, Chairmen 
Reported 


NC1905130796 Nicosia CYPRUS MAIL in English 
19 May 96 pp 12, 13 


[From the Election Review pages by Bouli Hatzioan- 
nou] 

(FBIS Transcribed Text] THE MAY 26 elections, the 
first to be held under the new clectoral system of 
direct proporvonal representation, are being contested 
by seven parties and a coalition, as well as four 
independents. 

Established political partes, seeking to improve on thew 
previous performance, face a challenge from newcomers 
hungry for a voice in the House. 


Here are the key players: 


ADISOK [Democratic Sociahst Renewal Movement) — 
the small leftst party is battling for its life and failure 
to make it to the House would be a serious blow. 
Highly respected as the “voice of reason” it 1s considered 
brave enough to say what it thinks and not what peaple 
want to hear and best typified by its president Mikhail 
Papapetrou, ADISOK has nevertheless. found it difficult 
to convert this gencial esteem into votes. ADISOK 
polled 2.4 per cent in 1991 and failed to make it into the 


House under the previous system. Opinion polls indac ate 
it will reach the make or break 1.8 per cent threshold 
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AKEL [Restorative Party of the Working People] — to standard political talk and highlighted environmental 
the communist party is secking to prove it is a valid = issues. They may siphon off some ‘protest vow but 
voice in opposition and retain its leading role as a face a tough fight for the magic 1.8 per cent. 
key “kingmaker” for the 1998 presidential elections. 
Its ballot contains traditional son-leftists, a repeat of © EDEK [United Democratic Union of Cyprus}— The 
a successful 1991 bid to soften its image of a hard = Socialist party faces the prospect of seeing its clectoral 
left and woo centrist voters. AKEL triumphed in strength fall but its negotiating power rise. The party 
1991, breaking the 30 per cent threshold and sending 18 i said to be losing voters to the Free Democrats and 
to the House. The party which elected George  AKEL, but gaining others from DIKO. It may also lose 
Vassiliou to the presidency in 1988, it has campaigned some of the “protest vote” to the Greens. EDEK polled 
hard to stem losses to his newlyformed Pree Democrats.  s¢atly 1! per cent in 1991, and will find it an uphill 
eer renew CenNeO SS Si part o command o majesiy to Go toms onc 
to 4 in 
DIKO [Democratic Party] — The party has been fight- Sarat srentitate Passes Ulenutiihte 0 aned chanee 
ing & rearguard action to stem a hemorrhage of sup- for the House presidency. 
porters in ali directions. Its president, Spiros Kiprianou 
has put on a brave face but his promises the party will FREE DEMOCRATS — The party is battling to ensure 
better its 199! result of 19.55 per cent have failed to their leader Yeoryios Vassiliou is in the running as 
convince. Retaining its strength will be seen as a suc- 4 presidential candidate for 1998. It has tried hard to 
since 1993, has tned to walk the fine line of being a has staked a claim to speak on behalf of the centre 
party in government, which should not be blamed for — Predictions have ranged from disparaging dismissals 
any of its mistakes or for decisions unpopular with tra- = i_ will only just make it to the House, to optimistic 
ditional supporters who see DIKO as the natural heir Statements by Vassiliou it will reach double digits 
to the late president Archbishop Makarios. It has also = servers say any result above $ per cent will be a 
launched a highly publicised “renewal.” success 
DISI — These elections are a major test both for the 
party — in power for the first time since it was founded LIBERALS — Despite proposing the change \o the 
in 1976. and for its new leader loannis Matsis who electoral system which introduced direct proportional 
wants to prove he is 4 worthy successor to Glavkos representation the Liberals siued away from tying 
Klindhis. The result will have an impact on the future their luck on their own. They are again contesting the 
of the DISI-DIKO pact and could play a key role in elections by fielding six candidates on a joint Hallot with 
Klinidhis’ decision whether to seek a second term. DIS} DESI. DIST “hospitality” is seen as an attempy to “book 


of being unable to better its 1991 result of 35.8 per 


Liberal support for the presidential clecvions 


NEW HORIZONS — The first party to come out against 
a federal solution, newcomer New Hornzons has tended 
to attract disgruntled voters from DIS. The party has 
Capitalised on the debating abilities of its president 
Nikos Koutsou, ai the price of appearing to be a one- 
man show. It has however managed to field a ful! ballot 
of 56 candidates and is seen as standing a good chance 
of a seat. it could therefore find itself hesseged by DIS! 
and DIKO aaxious to secure a House majority 
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Replying to ANATOLIA’s questions on the issue, 
Alpeleg said that Turkey has not informed Israel of any 
difficulties in connection with the agreement. He said 
that Turkey is “a sovereign country that will run its 
own affairs and ignore outside interference.” He stated 


as the interpretation of certain press organs. 

Amb. Alpeleg said that the visit he will pay to Hatay this 
weekend 15 no different from his visits to other regions 
in Turkey. He explained that he toured Izmir, Antalya, 
and the GAP [Southeast Anatolia Project) area carher, 
adding: “1 will visit other places too in the future. In 
Hatay, | will have contact only with business circles and 
civihan officials. | will also visit the Jewish community 
in the city.” 


The ambassador demoed reports that Israel will support 
Turkey im connection with security systems along the 
Synan border 


Turkey: Spokesman Denies Call To Change 
Agreement With Israel 

TA2 305094796 Jerusalem Qol Yisra‘el in Hebrew 
(900 GMT 23 May % 


[FBIS Translated Text] A senior spokesman from the 
party of Turkish Prime Minister Mesut Yilmaz ex- 
plained that Turkey does not intend to demand any 
changes :9 the defense Cooperation agreement with Is- 
racl. Such a demand was attributed to Yilmaz yester- 
day but was immediately denied. Bulent Akarcali, the 
deputy chairman of the Turkish parliament's Foreign 


TURKEY 59 


Affairs Committee, told Qol Yisra’el that in light of ve- 
hement opposition from Arab countries cnd the Turkish 
Islamic Welfare Party, the government was trying to cx- 
plain that the agreement was routine in nature. 


Akarcali added that Israci should also explain that the 
agreement was not aggressive or offensive in nature, but 
rather dealt with cooperation to strengthen peace in the 
region. 


Turkey: Agreements, Protocols Signed With 
Moldova 


TA230S080296 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1700 GMT 22 May 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] Moldovan President Mircea 
lon Snegur has arrived in Ankara as the official guest of 
President Suleyman Demirel. This is the first presiden- 
tial visit from Moldova to Turkey. [passage omitted] 


Speaking at the official welcoming ceremony a 
the Cankaya Mansion, President Demure! said that 
by strengthening its independence and sovercignity, 
Moldova made significant progress in its political and 
economic reforms. He pointed out that Moldova took 
the place it deserves in the European and world political 
scene, adding: | congratulate Moldova on its success. 


[Begin Demirel recording} Turkey attaches importance 
to the strengthening of the independence and sover- 
cignty of fnendly Moldova, to the establishment of its 
territorial integrity, and to the success of its economic 
reforms. During our talks, | will confirm our support in 
this regard to President Snegur. jend recording) 


The Moldovan president said that he wants to develop 
the dialogue started when President Demure! visited 
his Country in 1994. He pointed out that a series of 
agreements will be added to the agreements signed two 


years ago. He explained that the new agreements wil! 
complete the legal infrastructure of the relations. The 


visiting president stressed that bilateral relation. are 
following a rising Course. 


After the ceremony, the two presidents met alone, af- 
ter which the delegations convened. Headed by Pres- 
idem Demirel, the Turkish delegation included Nahi 
Mentese, state minister and deputy prime minister, State 
Ministers Yalim Erez, Yaman Toruner, and Mehmet 
Agar, National Education Minister Turhan Tayan; Cul- 
ture Minister Agah Oktay Guner: and other officials 


When the delegations completed their talks, the two 
presidents signed the joint communique, and a seres 
of agreements and protocols 


The documents signed between Turkey and Moldova 
which am at developing the relations between the two 
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coumtnes are the following: a scientific and technologi- 
cal cooperation agreement. a consular agrecment, a judi- 


exchange protocol, and a cooperation protocol in the 
field of youth and sports. 
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Minister Mesut Yilmaz and conferred with him for some 
ume. 


Turkey: Ciller Says Yilmaz Must Resign 
Immediately 


TA2205155496 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1500 GMT 22 May % 


is to destroy the DYP. She said that in the next few 
days, she will act in a way that will relieve the public 
im Connection with the slush fund issue. She added that 
she will do whatever is necessary. 
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